
Problem Definition % Rank % Rank % Rank
Guns: Inadequate gun control laws, abundance/ 
availability of guns

42 1 19% 1 21% 2

Pop culture: Content of TV, movies, video games, 
music, the Internet

28 2 13% 2 3% 6

School programs and security: Inadequate anti-
violence programs and security measures at schools

11 3 13% 2 45% 1

Teen life: Social difficulties of adolescence (e.g. peer 
pressure, cliques, “jock culture,” etc.)

5 4 5% 9 3% 6

Parents, adults and community: Lack of adult 
involvement with kids and schools; parents not being 
responsible

4 5 11% 5 9% 4

Mental health: Need for evaluation and treatment of 
depression and other mental illness

4 5 9% 6 7% 5

Social breakdown: Breakdown of civility, social 
norms, and responsible behavior (nonreligious)

2 6 6% 7 -- --

Secularism: Lack of/hostility to prayer and religion in 
schools/society.

1 7 2% 11 -- --

Criminal justice: Need for tougher law enforcement 
and programs to intervene with delinquent youths

<1 8 12% 4 10% 3

Illicit drugs: as contributor to anti-social behavior, 
crime, alienation

<1 8 6% 8 2% 7

Individual character: Lack of moral values <1 8 3% 10 -- --
N 361 217 58
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