PS 310 – fall 2007
Final Examination

Instructions

Answer the following question, which comes in multiple parts. Please follow the following instructions. Failure to completely and carefully follow these instructions will result in a lower grade. 

1. Relax. I don't expect you to write everything you possibly could know about public policy. You’re writing a midterm, not a book!

2. All answers must be typed, either single or double spaced (your choice). Please leave sufficient margins (at least one inch on each side) and number pages (your word processor can do this automatically). Type your name in the upper right corner of the first page. Submit the paper by email to both me (tom_birkland@ncsu.edu) and your TA (sphamel@ncsu.edu) . You may also provide a printed copy as a backup.

3. The essay cannot exceed 4500 words. This is about 15 double-spaced pages. The only acceptable typefaces for this exam are Times New Roman or Georgia. Do not use Courier or Arial. Do not right-justify text (set text with an even right hand margin). Hint: only one space after punctuation. You are not using a typewriter.

4. The file name should be like this: Lastname_final310.doc. For example, I would submit it as Birkland_final310.doc. When you mail the exams to us, use the subject line PS 310 Final. Any other subject line will cause your paper to be delayed.

5. Writing counts: top scoring exams will be well written, with proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling. A few minor errors will not doom your paper, but major and consistent errors will reduce your score 

6. You are free to discuss the questions with your classmates but the actual written product must be your own work. 

7. The exam is due by email not later than 4:00 pm on December 14. Do not wait until 3:55 pm to email it to me! You should plan to email this at or before 3:30. Email the exams both to me (tom_birkland@ncsu.edu) and your TA (sphamel@ncsu.edu ). 

No late papers will be accepted unless some extraordinary event makes it impossible to turn in. Extraordinary events include documented emergencies. Extraordinary events do not include minor traffic accidents, weather, job schedule conflicts, or computer problems. In particular, I do not accept late work because of computer problems. Make sure you save your work often, and make back up copies. 

The exam:

Following are thirteen questions. Answer any six of them. Some answers may require a few pages (probably no more than three, double spaced), while others may only need a few paragraphs. I do not have a minimum or maximum page limit, any more than I would if this were an in-class bluebook exam. You need not do outside research, and you need not use full citation form to refer to the class texts. Of course, you may use examples to illustrate your points, and the exam certainly is open book and open note. Regardless of the length of questions and answers, each question is worth 16.67 points, so that the total possible number of points is 100.
You must clearly indicate the entire question you are answering. The best way to do this is to cut and paste the question into your document. 

For extra credit, you may answer one additional question, but only if you indicate which question is offered for extra credit. 
The exam will be one document. Please start each question on a separate page. Use the Ctrl-Enter command to insert a page break in Word; do not merely add lots of extra returns to make a new page. 
1. According to Stone, there are different types of causal theories, depending on whether consequences are intended or unintended and whether actions are guided or unguided. Describe one type of cause and give an example. 

2. Describe agenda setting and give an example.

3. Describe four characteristics of a bureaucracy. Illustrate how these characteristics are seen in nongovernmental settings, such as non-profits or businesses.

4. Describe three policy making advantages that the president has over the Congress. Then, describe three policy making advantages that Congress has over the president. Which branch do you think dominates policy making in 2007? Why?

5. Explain the difference between the bottom-up and top-down approaches to studying implementation.

6. Explain, following Stone, how the goals of security and liberty may conflict when designing policy.

7. In class, we discussed ways that issues can reach the agenda. Describe two and give an example of each. 

8. In part III, Stone discusses several ways in which numbers can be used to define a problem. Describe one and give an example.

9. Is there is a liberty-equality trade-off? Describe one of the arguments that Stone makes either for or against this statement.

10. List two major explanations for policy failure. 

11. Stone discusses six types of stories that are symbols, which help define problems in the public sector. Describe one type of story and give an example.

12. There are several explanations of policy failure outlined in chapter eight. Describe one explanation and give an example.

13. Using what you learned in Stone’s book, explain why information is never complete in a polis.

