PS 310 – fall 2007

Midterm Examination

Instructions

Answer the following question, which comes in multiple parts. Please follow the following instructions. Failure to completely and carefully follow these instructions will result in a lower grade. 

1. Relax. I don't expect you to write everything you possibly could know about public policy. You’re writing a midterm, not a book!

2. All answers must be typed, either single or double spaced (your choice). Please leave sufficient margins (at least one inch on each side) and number pages (your word processor can do this automatically). Type your name in the upper right corner of the first page. Everyone will be required to submit the paper by email to both me (tom_birkland@ncsu.edu) and your TA (sphamel@ncsu.edu) . You may also provide a printed copy as a backup.

3. The essay cannot exceed 4500 words. This is about 15 double-spaced pages. The only acceptable typefaces for this exam are Times New Roman or Georgia. Do not use Courier or Arial. Do not right-justify text (set text with an even right hand margin). Hint: only one space after punctuation. You are not using a typewriter.

4. The file name should be like this: Lastname_midterm310.doc. For example, I would submit it as Birkland_midterm310.doc. When you mail the exams to us, use the subject line PS 310 Midterm. Any other subject line will cause your paper to be delayed, and it will be counted as late.

5. Writing counts: top scoring exams will be well written, with proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling. A few minor errors will not doom your paper, but major and consistent errors will reduce your score, such as “As Stone argues, (page 12)….” If you cite other sources, cite them any way you like. But if you don’t cite something that you should have cited, your grade will suffer, and you put yourself at risk of being suspected of plagiarism. 

6. You should use any research you have done for your group project for the exam. You should also relate your research to what you have learned in the texts and lectures. If the same point is raised in the texts and the lectures, cite the actual text. 

7. You are free to discuss the questions with your classmates and your group as a whole; indeed, I encourage you to do so: studying together is one of the things that can make college more interesting and more fun, or, at least, more tolerable. You may share your research for your group projects, and may discuss ideas. You may share drafts of the mid-term with each other for comments, suggestions, and minor editing. But the actual written product must be your own work. 

8. The exam is due by email not later than 4:00 pm on October 18. Do not wait until 3:55 pm to email it to me! You should plan to email this at or before 3:30. Email the exams both to me (tom_birkland@ncsu.edu) and your TA (sphamel@ncsu.edu ). 

No late papers will be accepted unless some extraordinary event makes it impossible to turn in. Extraordinary events include documented emergencies. Extraordinary events do not include minor traffic accidents, weather, job schedule conflicts, or computer problems. In particular, I do not accept late work because of computer problems. Make sure you save your work often, and make back up copies. 

The question (in many parts)

So far this semester, we have considered the structure of the policy process, and have delved into a discussion of policy goals and problems, largely based on Deborah Stone’s work. And you have formed into groups and have begun the semester-long project. 

In this essay, please write about the following. If you do not like the order of this outline, and believe your essay makes better sense if you reorganize this, feel free to change the order of these questions. And remember, you may not have a lot of evidence yet, but I will assess your work both on evidence and on the quality and logic of your argument in the midterm.

I. What is the problem? 

(Remember to phrase this as a problem in the way we’ve discussed in class)

II. How do you know that this is a problem

A. What do our readings and the lectures say are ways of understanding and revealing problems?

B. What evidence have you gathered that this is a problem? 

1. For whom is this problem?

2. How much of a problem is it?

C. Is the problem more appropriately addressed by government and society (the polis) on the one hand, or by individual transactions (the market)? Explain.

III. Consider Deborah Stone’s policy goals: equity, efficiency, security, liberty, liberty. Which of these goals would be met or at least maximized by solving this problem?

IV. What are competing ways of thinking about this problem (this isn’t the same as asking: what are different solutions for the problem? Rather, what are the different causal stories that explain the problem?)

A. What are the “traditional” ways of looking at the problem.  (That is, how do most people see this problem?)

B. What are other ways of thinking about the problem that are nontraditional (remember, this should be based in your research, not just off the top of your head.

C. How do the causal stories use the sort of metaphors, stories, and other rhetorical techniques Stone discusses?
D. Of all the ways of thinking about the problem, which one or two of these ways of thinking of the problem:
1. Are more scientifically accurate?

2. Are fairer?

3. Are more politically or socially acceptable or feasible?

4. Suggest better policy tools for addressing the problem?

