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Working Safely with Glutaraldehyde
Glutaraldehyde is a color-less, oily liquid that has an odor of rotten ap​ples. It is commonly used in aqueous solutions as a cold disin-fectant in the health care industry.
Exposure Limits and Symptoms
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) recom​mended exposure limit (REL) for glutaraldehyde is a ceiling limit of 0.2 parts per million. This limit should not be exceeded at any time.
Glutaraldehyde is an irri​tant to the skin, eyes and respiratory system. 


Symptoms of exposure may in​clude burning sensations, headache, coughing, short​ness of breath, nausea and vomiting. Target organs are the eyes, skin and respira​tory system. Continuous re​peated exposure to glutaraldehyde may inten​sify the skin and respiratory irritant effects.
First Aid
In areas where chemicals are used, an eyewash, face-wash or combination shower unit should be available. Do not allow splash victims to keep their eyes tightly shut; lift eyelids and rinse immedi​ately. Flush the eyes or skin with large amounts

of water, and remove contaminated clothing.
If large amounts of glu​taraldehyde are inhaled, move the exposed person to fresh air at once. Immedi​ate medical attention is nec​essary for overexposure to glutaraldehyde.
Personal Protective Equipment
Non-vented safety goggles that protect the eyes from splash are needed where glutaraldehyde is used.
Protective clothing and gloves made of neoprene or nitrile rubber provide ade​quate skin contact protec​tion. 3M suggests that a

full face air-purifying respi​rator with organic vapor cartridges and a dust/mist pre-filter is effective up to concentrations of two parts per million (ppm).
For concentrations exceeding two ppm, or in a situ​ation where the airborne concentrations are unknown, an airline respirator with an escape bottle or self-contained breathing apparatus (SCRA) are needed.
Spill and Leak Procedures:
Glutaraldehyde can be absorbed with any polypropylene-based universal absorbent. It may also be polymerized into a solid with a powder such as Spill-X-FP. Cleanup personnel should use the previ​ously discussed per​sonal      protective equipment.
Any contaminated material should be disposed of in accordance with federal, state and local regu​lations.
Working Safely with Glutaraldehyde
Chemical Profile
Substance: Glutaraldehyde CAS 111-30-8
AKA: Sporicidin, Cidex, Sonacide, Verucasep, Glutarol, Glutaric Dialdehyde
Formula: C5H802
pH: slightly acidic liquid
Air Exposure Limits: Ceiling .2 ppm
HMIS Rating: 2 health, 0 fire, 1 reactivity
DOT Hazard Class: corrosive liquid NOS class 8
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