Precalculus

MA 107 Section 4
Fall 2004

Instructor: Katie Thompson

Meeting Time: M W F 2:35 pm-3:25 pm
Office:  Withers 432

Office Hours/E-mail:  M W F 11:00 am-12:00 pm
E-mail:  kmiwanci@unity.ncsu.edu
Text:  Algebra and Trigonometry Enhanced with Graphing, 3rd Edition, by Sullivan and Sullivan.

Course Summary:  Precalculus (MA 107) is a three credit course that may be taken as a prerequisite for MA 131.  MA 108, paired with this course, prepares one for MA 141.  This course counts as a math elective for a student outside of the areas of science, mathematics, and engineering.


Precalculus focuses on the study of functions with some review of algebra and trigonometry.  We will begin with Chapter Two.  Please make sure you take some time to look over Chapter R and Chapter One on your own.
Attendance:  Attendance is expected and will be recorded for lecture and recitation.  There will be no distinction made between excused and unexcused absences.  Being late and/or leaving early is counted as an absence.  If you know you will have to leave class early, please let me know ahead of time and sit near the door so you can slip out quietly.  


The following is a reward policy for attendance.  If you miss five or fewer days, you will have 20 points added to your WebAssign score before averaging.  Simply put, it is possible to get 120 out of 100 points for WebAssign.
Grading:  The final grade is determined as follows:


55% Major test average



25% Final exam



20% WebAssign

WebAssign:  Your homework will be submitted and graded through WebAssign.  You can get to it by going to the website webassign.ncsu.edu.  You log in using the same id and password as your unity account.  If you have any trouble accessing WebAssign, please e-mail or see Seyma Bennett Shabbir.


Late homework will not be accepted.  You are responsible for knowing when homework is due.  The due dates are listed on WebAssign next to the assignments.  There will be no extensions.  


I will also be giving you suggested exercises.  You will notice that these are problems from the book, and the problems in WebAssign are just like the ones in the book.  If you are having trouble completing a problem in WebAssign, refer to your text book before asking for help.  Recitations and office hours will be good times to ask WebAssign questions.  I will also try to make some time during lecture to address questions.

Tests:  Calculators are not allowed on tests.  You may use your calculator on homework assignments and to help enhance your learning, but you may not use it on any test.  There will be no make-up tests without documentation.  For example, if you are sick, I expect to receive an e-mail letting me know you will be missing and a doctor’s note upon your return.  
If you have questions concerning the grading on your test, you will be required to submit them in writing with the graded test within two days of receiving your score.  Tests will not be curved.  However, your lowest test score can be replaced by your final exam score if the final exam score is higher.  In order to be eligible for this, you must take all four tests and the final. The final exam cannot be used to replace a score of zero on any of the in-class tests.
