North Carolina State University

Department of Mathematics

MA 494

Section 2

Spring 2007

Instructor: Katie Thompson

Office: Cox 514

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 1:30-2:30 PM or by appointment

Office Phone Number: 515-8146

E-mail: kmiwanci@ncsu.edu
Course Objectives:  This course is supposed to introduce students to one or more forms of writing used in scientific and research environments.  If you wish to use MA 408 to satisfy the writing requirement, you must register for this section of MA 494.  You will then write a paper related to the material covered in MA 408.  You will be expected to go through several phases of the writing process (planning, drafting, and revising your paper).  

You are expected to research a topic related to MA 408.  There will be a list of possible topics posted on Vista.  If you have an idea for a different topic, you will need to discuss it with me.  Your audience for the paper will be a student who is taking or has had MA 408.

Textbook:  There is no textbook for this course.  Two references have been recommended as good resources on writing.  They are: 


The Handbook of Writing for the Mathematical Sciences, N.J. Higham, 2nd edition, published by SIAM (ISBN 0-89871-314-5).


“Writing Mathematics Well,” A Manual for Authors, L.. Gillman, published by the Mathematical Association of America (ISBN 0-88385-443-0).

Organization: 

1. Choose a topic by March 1 and submit it to me through Vista.  You must submit this by 11 pm.  You will be unable to submit a topic after March 9.  

2. Submit a first draft of your paper by March 22.  You will submit this through Vista.  If you are having trouble submitting, please contact me.

3. I will read your first draft and return it with suggestions for revisions by March 27.

4. Make revisions and resubmit your paper by April 10.  

5. You will receive suggestions for revisions by April 17.

6. Submit your final paper to me by May 2.  You may submit to me through Vista, in class, or in my office during office hours.

Make sure you pay attention to the deadlines.  To submit your work, log in to Vista and go to assignments.  Click on the corresponding assignment, and upload your file.  If for some reason you will not be able to submit your work by the deadline, then you must contact me right away.  Late work may or may not be accepted at my discretion.

There will be no course meetings, but students are encouraged to meet with me either during office hours or during scheduled appointments to discuss paper revisions.

Grades:  You will receive an S (satisfactory) or a U (unsatisfactory) for your work in this course.  The grade will be based on the timely submission of your work, the revisions on each draft, and the quality of your final submission.  

Academic Integrity: You are expected to follow the NCSU Honor Pledge, “I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this test or assignment.” Any time you submit work, you are affirming this pledge.  You may ask other students to look at your work and offer suggestions for revisions, but the work must be your own.

Disability Services:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities.  In order to take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability Services for Students at 1900 Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 515-7653.  For more information on NC State’s policy on working with students with disabilities, please see the Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Regulation (REG02.20.1).

