Precalculus

MA 111 Section 1

Fall 2006

Instructor: Katie Thompson

Meeting Time: M W F 8:05-8:55 am

Office: Cox 514

Office Hours: M W 11:00 am-12:00 pm

E-mail: kmiwanci@ncsu.edu
Webpage: www4.ncsu.edu/~kmiwanci

Text:  Precalculus, 7th Edition, by Sullivan

Lab Instructor:

Lab Instructor’s e-mail: 

Prerequisites:   MA 111 is a 3-credit course.  It is restricted to students whose major requires Calculus I (MA 141) or to First Year College students.  Other underclassmen may receive permission to enroll if their placement is high enough.  Lifelong education students must place into the course using the placement test given at the McKimmon Center.  Students who do not meet the prerequisites will be disenrolled.

Course Summary:  Students will study real numbers, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric functions and graphs, and analytic trigonometry in order to prepare for Calculus I.  


This course also fulfills the university’s General Education Requirement (GER) and therefore seeks to impart the following objectives for a GER mathematics course: students should be able to improve and refine mathematical problem-solving abilities; and develop logical reasoning skills.  To help meet these objectives, students will, by the end of the semester, be able to analyze real world problems by using mathematical models and use appropriate techniques for solving various types of equations. 

Grading:  The final grade will be determined as follows:



60% Major test average



25% Final exam



15% Homework (mostly done through WebAssign)


The plus/minus system will be in effect as per the University’s requirement.

Lab:  All students must register for a lab corresponding to this section.  Failure to register for a lab will result in automatic failure.  The labs you may register for are MA 111L 211, 212, or 213.

Attendance:  Attendance will be recorded for lecture and lab, in keeping with departmental policy.  There will be no distinction made between excused and unexcused absences.   Being late and/or leaving early is counted as an absence.  If you are less than 10 minutes late or leave less than 10 minutes early, you may ask your absence to be changed to a tardy.  Three tardies will count as one absence.  If you know you will need to leave early, please see me before class starts.  


The following is a reward policy for attendance.  If you miss five days or less, your lowest major test grade will be counted ½ the weight of the other tests.  In other words, I will count the lowest test once, and the others twice, then I will average.

Homework:  Occasionally, you will have written assignments.  For the most part, your homework will be submitted and graded through WebAssign.  You can get to it by going to the website webassign.ncsu.edu.  You can log in using the same id and password as your unity account.  You will be required to purchase an access code to use WebAssign.  This is done online, and you will have until September 6 at 6 A.M. to purchase access.  If you have trouble accessing WebAssign, please go to HA 244 for assistance.  Answers to many of the common questions about WebAssign can be found at http://www4.ncsu.edu/~jlgeorge/WAhowto/. 


Occasionally, a question in WebAssign will instruct you to do part of it on paper.  Make sure that you do these.  I reserve the right to collect any of these once they have been due.  Please do each problem on a separate piece of paper.  For example, if there are two questions from one section, do each problem on a separate sheet because I may only collect one of them.


Late homework will not be accepted.  You are responsible for knowing when each homework assignment is due.  The due dates are listed on WebAssign next to each assignment.  There will be no extensions.


I will also be giving you a list of suggested exercises.  These are problems from the book, and the WebAssign questions are similar to them.  If you have trouble with a question in WebAssign, look at the text before asking for help.  Labs and office hours are a good time to ask WebAssign questions.  I will also try to make time during lecture to address some homework questions.

Tests:  The test schedule is as follows:



Test One 9/13



Test Two 10/6



Test Three 11/3



Test Four 11/29



Final Exam 12/13 8-11 am

The test dates have been scheduled by the math department and are not up for debate.  If you have an excused absence on test day, you will be allowed to make it up.  If you know you are going to miss a test, please tell me right away.  If the absence was an emergency, notify me as soon as possible, preferably before the test.  I will need documentation showing that the absence was excused.  For example, if you missed the test due to illness, you must bring a doctor’s note.  The University policy on excused absences can be found online.  If you cannot find the policy or need clarification, please e-mail me.


Calculators will not be allowed on tests.  You may use your calculator on homework assignments and to help enhance your learning, but you may not use it on any test. 

You may replace your lowest test score with the Final Exam score PROVIDED YOU TAKE ALL FOUR TESTS.
Tests will be taken in bluebooks.  Students are required to bring 6 bluebooks to class by Monday 8/30/06.  Please do not write on the fronts of the bluebooks.  Simply attach a sheet of paper with your name on it.  If you do not turn in your bluebooks, you will not be allowed to take the test, and no make-ups will be allowed. This assignment will count as a homework grade.


If you have questions concerning the grading on your test, you will be required to submit them in writing along with the original test.  You must do this within two class meetings of receiving the score.  Tests will not be curved.

Academic Integrity Statement:  “Academic dishonesty includes the giving; taking; or presenting of information or material by a student with the intent of unethically or fraudulently aiding oneself or another person on any work which is to be considered in the determination of a grade or the completion of academic requirements.”  


In turning in a test, you certify the following statement: “I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this test.”

WebCT Vista:  I will use Vista to post important course materials.  There is also a calendar available on Vista, and you will be able to access your grade there.  You go to vista.ncsu.edu and log in using your unity id and password. 

Students with Disabilities: “Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities.  In order to take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability Services for Students a 1900 Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 515-7653.”  This must be done before the first test.

