FLJ302 --- 2009.04.02 --- Quantity Expressions

1. Consider the very natural sentence:

T~
BHE % flf~7, [=(it.)Iate candy to the extent of two units in quantity.]
consider how the phrases fit together:

BET%
R
1]

Note that in Japanese, the quantifier attaches most naturally to the verb (or whatever the predicate is: A,N,V).

Note that this also implies that the sentence can be reordered:
ZAfH, BEFZAB7, [notethe comma just makes the sentence easier on the eye]

This is also not wrong, but it is vaguely unnatural. There is a strong tendency for quantity expressions to adhere
closely to the verbs with which they collocate. Think of it this way:

BET%
a7,
A

2. Now, let’s compare the first sentence to normal spoken English: “I ate two pieces of candy.”

For English speakers, there is a strong tendency to syntactically attach the quantifier onto the noun that is being
quantified, thus “two pieces of candy” or “three gallons of gas.” You can do this in Japanese, but it sounds
unnatural, like a translation from English (which, in fact, it often is):

“MHOBETE RN,
Go ahead and use this if you want to sound like you don’t really understand how Japanese syntax works.
3. Now consider the English:
“Ineed ten yen.”

With some words in English, there is also a tendency to conflate the substance with the unit (yen=money). If you
need money, what you need is money, not units. If you want to put a liter of gasoline in your tank, what you
really want is for your car to run on gas, not on units of volume. Japanese language usually keeps the units of
measurement separate from the stuff being measured. Thus:

"
(B4:2%) +H. %, [=1need (money) to the extent of ten yen units.]
There are some exceptions. The following would not work for twelve yen (for example):
+H2% 2%, [=1needa“ten-yen” (i.e. a single ten-yen coin)].

4. The following are some basic quantifiers that use Sinitic numbering (V5. 12, A, ..):
Note: accentation is a huge headache; utterly predictable except for mountains of exceptions...

Counters for material objects:
—fl (woI) : ALyIh—-bz, > WLIA (FLITL) | .
—AR (LolFA) ¢ B E AT, > #E (RATD) L B (RV2Y) | .
—K (Wb Fw) K (BR) KDL, > eV,
—H (WbRW) © I TILY—=DHEHDL, >+rTv T .
—%& (WoA) @ EYW (ZF&bD) %%, [forscroll-like objects]

Counters for animals:
—P (Lo U'E) @ FapB—wnz, > K (@) | VA, HIE, ..
—H (w2 &) ¢ (L) w3, > & (HF) . HE (L) . ..
= (wbb) ¢ B UWHED) BoPE, > B (ED) L HIE (?) | ..
—A&K (BolFA) @ BIIfA (SATE) 2=AKEY, [for long skinny fish]



Counters for sets and collections of things:
— (WwoZL) ¢ i (K»D) B—EdH3B, [a pair: but AR ¥ % —Kix <, ]
—H (o2 /0ERIF) ¢ fEz—HE Y, [bundleditems]
—ft (o X)) 1 Ap-Mtbs, > &FH (UL x) . .. [tightlybound publications]
—H (wb&) ¢ FEr—EH L, > MEE (SoL) .| ..
[usually used for multi-sectioned, loosely bound publications]
—ABT (WBIcAEZ) ¢ F—RXA V%A%, [oneregular person’s serving.]

Counters for Housing:

—ifF (W2 lFA) ¢+ R —ifFd 5,

—F (Wbl x9) @ B (i) B—8BH3, /VEDOHE, [tatami unit = somewhat under 3 x 6 ft]

—BF (VB DIE/DEDIE) ¢ [unit of area = 2-tatami; for real estate = 3.306 m2]

—B (o) o TREET (1220w ET) DR [a “two-story -built” house]

—F (\WoZ) ¢ FEEA (2990 %-52) [lit: the number of households is one-hundred households]
[literally ‘doors’, signifying ‘households’ for population census purposes]
[note 74 (2 ¥) is the ‘household register’ kept by cities or towns of each family.]

Counters for repetition:
— (Wb 0ERY) ¢ B &iGL 7,  [Icalled once. (lit: one discreet event)]
—[E (Vo) ¢ —EfTo 722 EWH B, [I've been there once. (lit: ‘one time around’)]
—[h (DEEHDH) :© HBRD—[AD  [One revolution (=circling around) of the earth.]

Units for distance, volume, weight, computer memory, etc. (for time, see other handout).
A=k, %0 (XA—bASTILALR) | kv F =3 Y L Yy L,
R AGE AN INES FACER R

Some classical units for money, distance, weight: [often tweaked and redefined over the centuries]
1M=1008 (¥A) =1000H (hA)
1l (D Xx9) = weight=41~42grams; currency=50~60 A ( A &), in Meiji meant “one yen” colloquially
18 (»A) = redefined in 1891 as 3.75kg
14 (bA®D) = 1/10008 =104 (&)
14 (Vo Z <) =180 liters volume (of rice) = 1 03} (&)

[Tokugawa era (1600-1868) territories (han) were measured in ‘koku’ according to rice crop yields.]

IR (LX) =1/10 L (U % 9) ;redefined in 1891 as 1/33 of 10meters, or 30.4 cm... (go figure)
15 (FA) = 1/ioR, 14 (&) = 1/10+F

5. The Japanese-style (FllFi#4 = < A X &) numberings:
=2 (ED) . Z2 (kD) . Zo (Ao2) WD (&o2) . i (Vo)
AN (o) L b2 (BkD) L A0 (R-2) . o (ZZd9) , + (&8B)

Some common counters that take kun-yomi numberings when the numbers are small:

—2 (&) : [one basic small object]

—Ill (& &5) :  [oneplate-worth]

—l1 (D& ZF) :  [onepile; e.g., apile of 4-6 oranges at the grocer’s]
—4% (00 £ 5< %) :  [onebag-worth]

—H (&2 %) :  [onemonth;e.g., of rent payment]

—E (0 &E~%) :  [oneroom]

—FE (0 E2IF) @ [onetsubo]

—% (O E721F) :  [one “hand-holdable bundle”; e.g., of roses]
— (D E7T) : [once; e.g., I telephoned you one time.]

Counters used with contrastive particles:
— ALK A 72 H3...  [1drank (at least) one bottle-worth (but maybe more).]
—ARKHEA TV, [I have not drunk even one bottle-worth.]
PUR DA TS, [I drank as many as four bottles-worth.]
=HEBHRME V9, [All three sheets-worth (of the mikuji?) read “extreme unluckiness.”]



6. Modifiers used after quantity expressions:
o (8A)
—H4 (DE2&ERA) 5 (135) o7, [Ipaid one month’s “portion.”]
— AN (DEDREA) oo, [ received one person’s “portion” -worth of it; e.g., ramen.]
H (»)
%75 = AH [The third person from the right.]
“OHDES (LAZYH) [The second traffic signal]
iz (K 5w/ 5w
8AL B, Wihls, [Hmm, I guess there were about eight people there?]
ZZ%C
TN DH—F X3 % Z % ... [The cheap car navigation systems are 30ky or so...]
W IE 1 0 G5 % Z 5C... [The expensive end goes for about 100,000y or around that...]

7. Modifiers used before quantity expressions:

TRETI
D %<%ﬁ 35—l 227> 5 13377, [This homework should take about an hour.]

5L BBBL
WEED KRB I — 47 o7, [Our invited guests last year numbered approximately one person.]
= note the above is a bit tongue-in-cheek
FIE (g, M)
JF W 'LﬁVfLiJ N ,:"7\~7’1L7~zu;’) - N
NASAZ 5 L TH 51%1F 1 IRfE# 12 Google Earth |2 TR 2 Z L3 TE 3,
[You can see it on Google Earth about an hour after NASA receives the signal.]
8. Arithmetic:
2.5 X—=FJ) (I TA T A=) [notethe double-mora ‘ni-i’ ... think rhythm]
24+3 (kv BT A S ke x5t XA)
2-3 (2w Fvidt A S kv 25 ZAE FlwT.)
2x3 (Icwv »irs5 EA)
2,/3 (EABADIZ)



