FLJ302 -- 2009.02.24 -- Accentin Standard Japanese (3): Verbs

13. Above, we examined the accent patterns of nouns (and the particles that follow them). The basic
possible contours are:

A, e e e e e = H-L-L-L... = accented on 15t mora
b. « "¢ -+ o7 e o o = L-H-.-H-L-L.. = accented on nt» mora
C. o "o o o e = L-H-H-H-... = unaccented

14. Next, we look at verbs. The good news is that there are only two kinds: accented and unaccented.
The bad news is that the accentation changes depending on the verb form. Examine the following
tables to see what generalizations you can make on your own:

Unaccented Verbs:

Verb: Dictionary form: | “-te” form: Negative: “-tai” form: “-masu” form:
15 T%0 L To L&, L 7w, L ¥ 9.,
H9 ) o 2> To Mrbliv /ASATRY SRR MmrnFE g,
5 L& L"ATo X iE v, RO VAN J:‘Ui"a‘g
1'93“’)) /)‘75“')) o Do To DO, DT /)‘ﬁlb)i‘—a‘4
G 5o o DRV, PO R
=5 b ITNb, b ITNTo L ITNE, TN, b IhE ¥,
) B'LZA%o0 B LATo B LAKRWV, B LA\, H‘L?ii"@“4
Accented Verbs:

Verb: Dictionary form: | “-te” form: Negative: “-tai” form: “-masu” form:
ﬁi% A Dy ATy ]7“7?‘431 BTN, &‘i‘—a‘z
) R ERSE! /AR EXRCRE EREIEID
B X, XAT, X F kv, X BT, X HE T,
#F1 LRS! PNT, IR METV P EE T,
B2 7o X%, 72 RT, o R, 72 R, T RFE 7,
AR OB o Do T DS IR0, b vy, brhE T,
Wk < B X <o B L \WTo B X, B L& 0, B ikE¥E 1,
1E% DK%, D" 5T, DB TR, DDy, DX hE T,

15. Think this through. First: Under what conditions will an unaccented verb become accented?
Compare that with the accented verbs. What does this say about the “-masu” form? Look at the

following:
v;“Z)unacc L‘i‘—a‘ L‘i‘ﬂ“/\/ L‘i‘bfi L‘i‘ﬂ“/\/fbfc
Q%‘LZ)_Z)unacc H‘Lii"a‘ %‘Li_iﬁ“/u H‘Lﬁ_i‘bfc H‘Lﬁ_i*\i“/\f?bfc
D < ace EESED P EFEA NEEF L PEFEATL
72 R D ace 7o RE T - RER A 7 RE L~ 7o NEF¥ ATLK

16. When is the “-nai” form accented? Answer this on your own.

17. The accentation on the “-te” form is exactly the same as that on the short “-ta” form.
But when is the “-te” form accented? This is a tough question: see if you can come up with a few
hypotheses based on the limited information of the chart. (Answer in class).

18. And now for mind-boggling complexity for a simple problem. The following verbs are accented, but

they all have doubled vowels “0-0” “a-i” “a-e”... What’s going on?
WD ace B3 L EB-T L Bo LB W
25 ace F w5 F woT F ol EAERAE
‘J’%Z)acc 737"2_5 737"2_’)1 737"2_’)712 75"2%‘&‘4!
]\Z)acc Ci‘l/)% Ci‘bl’)"C Ci‘bl’)f': &i‘b)%‘iﬁbl

Answer: when an open vowel (i.e., a vowel without an initial consonant) is supposed to be accented, the
accent gets moved back one mora from where it was ‘supposed’ to be.




