FLJ302 -- 2009.02.17 -- Accentin Standard Japanese (part 1)

1. Make sure you know what a morais. Moras (or morae; from latin linguistics) are the basic units of pronunciation
and timing in languages like Japanese (as opposed to syllables in languages like English). The basic types of morae
are as follows, with examples:

a. Consonant-vowel combinations: Z7:%¢ 5 (this word has 4 morae)

b. Lone vowels: ¥ 2 (3 morae)

c. Doubled vowels: 71 —% — (4 morae)

d. Doubled consonants: %> ¥ (3 morae), 7> 7z(3)

e. All variants of A: A 7% (3 morae), /N> N—74—(6), \ > A(4), etc.
f.Alsonote: ¥ X9 £(3), TL X9(3). Alsonote L X9 (2)vs. L &I (3).

2. Any entire mora can be either ‘high’ or low’ pitch, with a difference of about a musical third.
In the following example, L represents ‘low pitch’ and H represents ‘high pitch.’

j"\; L [ H ck H 7 H :\ H é‘ H Vg i H —a‘(L: but since the vowel is silent, it doesn’t matter)

3. In Standard Japanese, many words take the form L-H-H-H-H--- Such words are called unaccented:

7< (»<) (L-H)

% ¥ A (L-H-H)

£9 %59 (L-H-H-H)
#—AFZY7 (L-H-H-H-H-H-H)

4. Words that shift back down from ‘high’ to ‘low’ at some point are called accented:

7L (L-H-L)

FZ4 7 (L-H-L-L)

Effifi =0 wo» A (L-H-H-L-L)
)V —2 A —} (L-H-H-H-L-L)

5. A word is said to be accented on the nth mora if the nth mora is ‘high’ and (n+1)® mora is low.’

&5 L (L-H-L) = accented on the 2d mora
FZ74 7 (L-H-L-L) =2

Eififi=10C w2 %A (L-H-H-L-L) =3
=L A=} (L-H-H-H-L-L) = 4

6. When a word is accented, once the pitch has gone down, it can’t go back up again inside the same word:

L-H---H-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L------

7. Itis possible for words to be accented on the first mora:

9% (H-L)=1
E—)l (H-L-L)=1
k=1L %9 5w (HLLL=1

8. Some examples to remember:
Accented on 15t mora:
Z7 (picture), "2 5, 'E'—J), "HZ, I, Lw TxIH., YV ATy, FAE ¥ IF

Accented on 2rd mora:

E ' L (confections), 2™ 2", ' F'. L' AR F®H, I, XU HT B L WEA
Accented on 3 mora:

B IR, BARE, EKSA TN A, PR (SO0 03K) | EWERE (L0 wb)
Accented on 4th mora:

YEEF (R0 Le)  WEIEE (K002 23) | ZRE (AL A) L 79T
Accented on 5t mora:

FLRHN (N WHAL W) | Ty F = IR N LyIA T —, HEHHE (2oLl ARA)
Accented on 6th mora:

Ay bFaalb —F, v YT AR (L EW)
Unaccented:

ED KB TTEXET/ ST, EHD, JTLIE BUSAL B0, Yr A F Y

9. Assignment: The following online dictionary includes accent information: http://dictionary.goo.ne.jp/
Using the dictionary, look up twenty of your favorite nouns (we will get to verbs and adjectives later), and sort them
according to their accent, similar to #8 above. Also, prepare for a quiz on the examples from #8 above.




