FLJ302 -- 2009.01.27 -- Transitivity, Intransitivity and Case Arrays

It is standard for Japanese dictionaries to note whether a verb is transitive (ff1&7) or intransitive (H ®7). Transitive
verbs are capable of taking both a subject and an object (FHH 23suvject K7 Z object B 1T 5); intransitive verbs take
only a subject (F7 7% B <). Transitive and intransitive verb ‘equivalents’ are sometimes paired so that the object

of the transitive version corresponds to the subject of the intransitive version of the sentence.

Ordinary (not necessarily paired) transitive verbs can take a subject and an object:

BRD 0 AR TLaz BRD,

9% A LEVE 15,

also: MRS, RS, HOL FFo, Hie, WA, £DH. Bhd, 79, @ide, et
Some transitive verbs can additionally take a “~(Z” phrase:

AHTEHUCE <, [I wrote my name onto the paper.]

MNZFHKAEEL, [I wrote a letter to a friend.]

MHOREDZ %7 T AA— MNIEE L7z, [Ispoke to my classmate about yesterday’s lecture.]

FA 7% KT A /3—=2ff 5, [I'll use the knife as a screwdriver.]

BIZT LB MEEH B o7, [Ireceived a present from my brother.]
Terminology: “~ % ” phrases are usually called the direct objects ({5 H f)5%), whereas “~|Z” phrases are often
called the indirect objects ([#1# H #J55). However, as these examples show, the range of possible meaning relations is
so wide that one really wonders how helpful the terms are.

Ordinary intransitive verbs take only a subject (i.e., no object):

B AR (5EAT) B,
e : YT NN, [Godzilla dies!]

Some intransitive verbs can also take ~|Z phrases:
=9 BBAILEI,
D EIENTIIIH D,
W5 HP S ARRIIN D,

Verbs of motion are usually considered intransitive even though they use ~(Z to mark the endpoint of the movement,

and/or ~~~ to mark the direction of the movement, and/or ~ % to mark the medium of travel:
17< 0 BT U=FBRICAT, F I V—=REMT, F I U—REEIT
also: k%, H<, ED. ED. b ED

But: ZBi% 72, [Ileft/emerged/came out from the genkan(foyer).] The verb {} 5 seems to be highly irregular in
this regard.

Note: examples like these draw the entire system of classification into question. Why not just say that specific verbs -
- and often specific uses of the same verb -- simply require specific case particles? Why overgeneralize when you
have to learn every verb on a case-by-case basis (pun intended)?

Another class of verbs requires two subjects (sometimes called double-ga or affective verbs):
TED . s HEN TED,
TIND L DS KEER 3D,
also: 5 (\W5) , |5 (\W5) | 5D, Z&5, also potential forms...
Note that having two ~ 7% phrases together is deemed awkward: a frequently seen alternative is:
TED : fRlc HEER TED,
H5b B AR HD, [But this ~!Z is different from that of HEFENZ ZI2H 5, ]

Some common transitive / intransitive verb pairings:

HIFD . ADREERT S, >> B B,

LD : ABRTEHDD, >> LED: FTHHAED,

Wivd o IIFICTIEAND, >> b IIFITTINAS,
P BV E T, >> Th: INBDS (D) HD,
DOED . HEFREEOE D, >> Db AN AIZED,
BAT . EEENEEEAT, >> BYVD: ABRASZRNLEY B,

S5 BEREMITD, >> DL B, (p1of 2)



g 0y 7 aEET, >> ERD: BmUYVIPNHERIS
LD HENI TRAEMDD, >> [FLED 7T ADBMED,

Bxd: fhFEEKX2, >> Bbd: fHERKDS,

LHn: HEikDD, >> LFELH . EwEBIEED,

BZ9: THEEIT, >> B&E5: s,

72C%: A—BALETREICNTD, >> =D: A —BIRNLT T2,
BT A —EBALEHET, >> fekhd A —EAnfih,
< Yo~ EBE<, >> DL ERBET T

NG BEEHT 5, >> D BEBNHENS,

DT Rk HRIET, >> D5 FRPAKILED,
HiFB AE—F% LS5, >> BNDL: ABE—FREND,
S5 AE—FETI D, >> ENDL: ABE—=FNRTEND,
bobT . BHIIERNEERT, >> bbbhd: BHIEURERDNLD,
M BHEKRTRT, >> <D EPARTRATHDS,
=105 ANOmERTS, >> 2ThD 0 nBinoi,
HET . RKERIMNIES, >> (YD HERHEIIRS,

Transitive verbs tend to become intransitive when using the potential or regular-passive forms:
R (2 HERFED D, [= Newspapers are readable for me. = I can read newspapers.]
HARTIXHM AR ILFEEN TV 5, [=In Japan, newspapers are voluminously read.]
Note that the potential and regular-passive forms are closely similar to the double-ga verbs.

Also note that, once again, not all pairs work the same way. Specific verbs require specific forms. For example, A% can
take the transitive form A#1% [I will put them in] as well as the causative form A &+ % [I will make/allow them to
enter], and the result is almost the same. But #Z % % [They wake up] has only one alternative: instead of *if£ &5
the standard form is # Z 9~ [I make them wake up = I wake them up], which is transitive, but also has ‘causative’
implications (including ‘compulsion’). Why? Probably because ‘waking up’ is not something that results from a

conscious desire or decision.

Some verbs can be used in both transitive and intransitive formations:
THOEH ¢ A RXoftFEE  Fz9, [Iassist with my father’s work.]
WORHRIZ  WFHR Ffr> T b, [Overwork is contributing to his illness.]
Bbd: £%EHbZ%, [Tllendthe meeting.] /| £03#4> %, [The meeting ends.]

There is an entire class of verbs devoted to quotation:
g, BoLled, Bo. Bxn, B, ks, HF5, HATD. BET S, ete
Quotative verbs may have two different meanings for ~ % phrases:
W ZOEERFEL £S5, [We call this saké ‘Devil Killer.’]
PR BIHEE L SV & B LA S o 72, [She told her brother her opinion to get married.]

Some verb pairings are defined by directionality. The following are all transitive:
HY %75 [sellanumbrella] = HH%E 5 [buyan umbrella]
HY%E7 [lendanumbrella] = HH %0 2% [borrow an umbrella]
F%&HT1F 5  [putachild under someone else’s care] = 1% H 7222 [take a child into one’s care]
Verbs of giving and receiving have three directions:
HY%&HF 5 [Tl give an umbrella to someone] (= away from the speaker)
HH %<5 [Someone will give an umbrella to me] (= towards the speaker)
JY%H 55 [Someone will receive an umbrella from someone] (= without regard to position of speaker)
Think about this. There are actually two dimensions of directionality, depending on (a) whether the object is moving
towards or away from the speaker, and (b) whether the object is moving towards or away from the subject.
Question: which dimension gets conflated with ‘morau’?

The lesson to be learned from all of this is that while there are some basic regularities, in the end, each verb is a case (or
rather, a set of cases) unto itself, often involving a very large range of very specific meanings. When you encounter a
new meaning or combination (NpV), pay attention to how it relates to your existing knowledge base. (p2of2)



