FLJ302 -- 2009.01.20 -- Verb Formation Categories

The traditional categorization of verbs and verb-endings arose from the desire to codify the various forms of
verb endings (not that anyone was particularly confused about it for most verbs, or that the categorization
would solve the problem for the exceptional verbs). Still, however, the traditional categories remain
embedded in most dictionaries and textbooks, so it is good to know the basics of the traditional system.

Traditional categories of verbs (1a, 1b, 5, k, s):
L—BIEREE (pAnbEREA»D LI EIL) A, Fb, &2ES, U3, @E 5, et
T—BIEHEE (LbwbEZA) 3, A5, B25, #i75, k5, et
TB (TFA) cFL, b5, W, #itr. % & 5(rr). & A(>rr). f7< Grr). 19 (irr). ete.
A2 (>~A) K% (irregular enough to merit its own category)
YA (EANA) 1 T5, KT %, etc. (also irregular enough to merit its own category)

Traditional categories of verb endings:
KR (REAT ) the imperfect’ (= action incomplete) form: used with negatives
HHAE (LA L) 1) @ the ‘stem’ form: used with ~F 3§, ~T etc.
Note the absurdity of the claim that this ‘works’ for the ~C form.
#IEFZ (Lw 9 LiF\2) : the ‘final form: used at the end of a sentence.
HEE (LA 72T v») @ the ‘modification’ form: used to modify the noun it precedes.
Note that in modern standard spoken language (I35 : 2 9 I) the # ILJ¥ and #{ATE are identical.
IRETE (>Twir\») o the ‘provisional’ (hypothetical) form: used with ‘I3’ (another form of ‘13”).
WA (DWitwLiFv) @ the ‘imperative’ (command) form: i.e., ‘you must xxx.’

Some Examples:

— endings: KA HHTE #e LT IR RE i
| verb categ’s
TLERIEH] -
#HX Hir-7 0 HE-£7 HFH-RY FHiF-I3~ 2!
HI-9H FH-T -k,
Exa FEE-w FL-F7 ET-A BhE-1E~ Fripcal
hZ-9 FhL-T -,
P v TP S-T\0 DY -£F T H-N DO IE~ gL (2??)
FH>o-T
(irr) %3 % BRI H-\n HIWV-%7 nIBb-.. I -E~ RIw !
%I 5-T
(irr) 19 -7\ V-9 19 - .. il 213~ Iz (22?)
i9-T
—BEA
H2 Rz H-x7 F 2 -FH H-1x B2
H-snkw H-T H2-X, or H X!
H-X95,
T—BaE ¢
2 -7z H-%7 Hz-A Hid-1x Ha!
-z H-T az-z, or ik !
H-% 9
AZEM
K> 2oz -7  %- C-iE Zwl
FLE
kR4 L-Zw» L-%7 T 5- Ti-E LA!
L-k9 ort¥ k!
&35 WAL-7\ PALC-%7 PAT D PrATN-1E MPALA !
=& % or AL % or A L 1-1E maybe A X !




Note that ‘B¢’ (‘five-step’) actually derives from the fact that the go-dan verbs have forms that include all
five vowels: ik-A-nai, ik-I-masu, ik-U, ik-E-ru, ik-O-u. Also there is ‘i-T-te’, so it really should be six -- but
that would be confusing, and 77 < is a little bit irregular anyhow, so why mess with a good thing? Also, note
that the forms of &2 always end in {’, and the forms of #x % always end in ‘e’, therefore they are called
‘single-step’ verbs, and since i’ occurs prior to ‘e’ in all the charts, the names are therefore designated “‘upper
one-step’ and ‘lower one-step.’

Also note that the ‘verb-ending’ categories are based on ‘meaning’ rather than ‘form’ -- in fact, the system
was created as a way of conflating form with meaning (even though it doesn’t always work very well:
remember that ‘nouns’ don’t always have ‘noun-like’ meanings, etc.). This incurs major inconsistencies
when the same verb ‘meaning’ can have two different ‘forms.” For example, forms like /7% %9 and R.Xx 5 are
said to take the ##J¥. But 17 5, which should be the same, seems to be something else, since it doesn’t
begin with the standard mizenkei form f74*~. Ha! The reason is that in classical language (3Gi& : s34 2) it
used to be written 1749 -- but in late classical language, even though it was written 1749 it was pronounced
72 9. Go figure.

Present-day linguists often make reference to the old forms only because of the notion that ‘everyone else
does it,” but some basic language texts now use a much less complex system that easily allows for the same
irregularities:

Verb Formation Categories:
-ruverbs: B3, T&%, #Z2 5%, H3%,etc.
-u verbs: note that the ‘-te’ forms are still unpredictable:
"9 - H-T

< — BT
S - K»T
B — AT
R o AT
@l — AT
8% — 559o7T

honorific-ru (X%, 8oL %%, Wool$b, (KXZ3, T&3)
note irregular forms: 2 I WE T, &I 57T, ~7% X\ (imperative)
miscellaneous irregular: 2k %, 3%, [9 , ete. (as shown above)

Verb-ending categories:

‘Dictionary’ or ‘informal’ form: K%, f7<. etc.

‘Stem’ form (= ‘-masu’ form minus ‘-masu’): H-, etc.

Miscellaneous: the other forms are easier to manage by referring to the entire form. For example:
negative: H7a\wv, ARV, 1RV, W65 Lo 5k, ete.
imperative: 5., L5, ¥ X, f@#h, etc
tentative: "k 9. H¥KIH. A I. etc.
potential: Roh 2, HZ 2%, s, etec. Wote 745, TZ %, ete. lack potential forms)
conditional: H7 5, 17756, etc.
hypothetical: iU, Bz, FCE, 7173, ete.

Note also that the categories of “verb formation” and “verb endings” are different from categories that

pertain to case arrays such as “transitive,” “intransitive,” “ergative/affective,” etc.



