FLJ302 -- 2009.01.13 Case and Case Particles

1. Case describes the relation between a noun and (most importantly) a verb. Compare:
HFP S AN Ny RN=F—% B, [Tanaka ate a hamburger] Tanaka is ‘subject’ of verb
HfFSAZ Ny AN=—=228 B, [A hamburger ate Tanaka] Tanaka is ‘object’ of verb
Note that case relations are marked by case particles (%3, I, %Z. <T. ©), not by sentential order.

2. More examples of particles that mark ‘case’ in conjunction with a verb:

a. HPZANEBXT, [Tanaka ate] — ‘Tanaka’is subject

b. NUNR=F =% BT, [He ate a hamburger] > ‘hamburger’ is object

c. LAFI VTR, [He ate at a restaurant] — ‘restaurant’ is place of action

d. BETEN, [He ate with chopsticks] = ‘chopsticks’ are tool/vehicle

e. KIEHIZHER, [He ate on Wednesday] — ‘Wednesday’ is non-relative time
f. SH &R, [He ate today] = ‘Today’ is relative time: note ‘null’ particle
g =D ANk, [He ate three {units worth}] = quantity: note ‘null’ particle
h. Ehnwichay, [He ate them cleanly] = adverbial = ‘IZ” manner noun

i A LA, [He ate them boldly/majestically] = adverbial = ‘&£’ manner noun
jo AR, [He ate them quickly] — adverbial = adjective with ‘<’

k. AVwTAENZ, [He ate them hurriedly] = adverbial = verb with “T’

3. Sentences that end with nouns or adjectives can also have case.

a. Ho X A3e4:Tdh %, [Tanakais the teacher] — ‘Tanaka’ is the subject

b. P AL, [Tanaka is considerate] > ‘Tanaka’is the subject

c. Hrp & AL [It is impossible 'for' Tanaka]— (indirect object ???)
d. HAPZAIZKE N, [It is too big 'for' Tanaka]— (indirect object ???)

e. HHPZATWW/AZ% 9, [Tanaka should do {for the job}] = (???)

Note that ‘case’ can refer to very specific types of relations that sometimes do not categorize easily.

4. Abasic list of case-marking particles and their uses:

L2 a. Marks the subject (as above): HH' & A 23 CTZ %, [Tanaka can do it]
b. Marks second subject of some verbs (TZ %, 7425, H5, ¥3):
(HPZAIC) HFEPTE D,

1. % a. Marks verb objects (as above): /N> /N—H—% X7z, [l ate a hamburger]
b. With motion verbs, marks the path of the movement:
%17 { [go along the road]
&% % % [cross over a bridge]
&% % [exit via the window]
c. With some causative forms, marks what is called the patient:
(b VL —7—=23%) JE% 75+ 7 [The trainer let the horse run.]
(Ged:ds) % (4FKIC) f72>8 7, [The teacher had the students go to school.]

III. (2 a. With motion verbs, marks destination:
H 1247 < [go to Tokyo]
JE1Z A% [enter the store]
b. Marks verb recipient:
i & Al EVF % [give it to Tanaka]
H+ X AZEE Y [speak to Tanaka]
HE AL (FH%E) F < [write aletter to Tanaka.]
c. With some causative forms, marks 'patient:'

(Jedzns) 22420 (K%) FiEH 7, [Prof. made the students read the book.]
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d. With 'existence' verbs, | marks location of existence:
(HF & AAY) HEIZW S [T. is in Tokyo]
(R%%) XFHEIZH % [The book is in the library room]
e. Marks non-relative time:
20075 1H1 8HIZ{T< [Iwill go on 2007.01.18]
Alfg H 1217 < [I will go on Thursday]
f. Marks some nouns of manner:
EnnizE vz, [Iwrote it neatly]
g. With 'change of state' verbs, marks final state:
HRIZZE D o 72 [It (e.g., a traffic light) changed to red]
Y Y 7127 - 7z [It became pink]
h. With 'decision’ verbs, marks final decision/state:
a2—t—I(Z L7, [Imade{my order}into coffee]
a2—t —ZHH 7, [Idecided on coffee]
1. Miscellaneous:
FAZ T E 72\, [Itis impossible for me.]
j. With passive forms, marks the ‘patient’:
Fedlzl3® 5N E L7, [He was praised by the teacher.]

a. Marks the location of an activity:

L A+ 7 v TR/ (1 ate at a restaurant]

(VS=7 14 —iF) HHETH Y £ 7 [The party will happen at Tokyo]

b. Means/tool/vehicle of accomplishment:

B% TR % [eat with chopsticks]

Hi¢£7 { [I will go by car]
c. Condition (= “being xxx”) of accomplishment or being:

Z AN TfT < [We will go as a threesome]

Z 1 Tif%b % [1 will finish with it being this]

ZINTWW T [This is fine as it is]
e. Condition {related to ‘¢’ above}:

IZFEAET, ST XAV ANFEAAT> T 5,

Note that technically this isn’t even a case particle, but a gerund-like form of 7.

a. Marks numbered quantifiers:
(N N=F—%) =D A7 [Iate three hamburgers]
(B4:2%) 10M D 7%\ [Iam ten yen short]
(FHZE) @ FE\ 72 [Iwrote two letters)
b. Marks non-numbered expressions of extent:
Lok o7z, [Iunderstood a small amount.]
K4y kA7, [Ihad aconsiderable amount to drink.]
c. Marks 'relative-time' words:
4SH fEET %, [Iwill study today.]
Sl F7z,  [Isaw it last week.]
KA f7<, [Iwill go next year.]

a. Marks quotations (direct and indirect):
'$AFHA) 527, [Hesaid 'sorry.']
g L b s, [Itis thought to be impossible.]
WEZE £ 4401 %, [We call this 'elastic stability."]
EER E 2 %, [It can be called realistic.]
b. Marks some expressions of manner:
T 595 &5 %, [Heunderstands effortlessly.]
4% L4, [Hewalks grandly.]
Note &4 = £ 9 & 9 is listed in dictionaries with ‘7z §) ’= another category of nouns, now vestigial:
examples: AR & | WA 725, BIE5, H5
p-20f3



(VI: “ &£’ continued)
c. Miscellaneous uses 'with:'
FL{To72, [Iwentwith my wife.]
FELEEL 72, [Ispoke with my wife.]
I EM L, [Itisthe same as this.]
ZNEiESH, [Itis different from this.]
d. More uses ‘with’ (note shift in usage, from marking case to marking relation with other nouns)
AKEMFEZFT,  [Iread books and magazines (no more, no less)]
Compare this with: %, &2, 2, etc.
ROMFEZ G =A & 5% HiTe, [Iread things such as books and magazines.]
AoHEEE % HiTr, [Tl read either a book or a magazine.]
e. Designating and becoming:
(%) Yifilie %, [Wedesignate this the Y-axis.]
(HBhEEEAY) RHA & 22572, [The auto division became the core body {of the enterprise}.]

There are also some ‘loose case’ particles, which are less contingent on the specificity of the verb:

VII. ~ a. With verbs of motion, marks direction towards something (as compare to the ‘goal’ using (2):
HAfT <, [Iwill go towards Tokyo.]
b. Often without a verb, marks direction:
#t4  ['To the reader:' e.g., in a book introduction.]

VIIL. 55 a. Marks starting point of motion, time, etc.:
HH 7 62%72, [Icame from Kyoto.]
IR 54 %, [Igo to sleep starting at 9:00.]
By 2254® X 9, [Let's start from 'B']

IX. ¥T a. Marks ending point of motion, time, etc.:
e £ ¢f7 <, [Iwill go as far as Yokohama.]
8 IR ¥ T 7, [Islept until 8:00.]

X kD a. Explicit comparison:

HUZH X D BT H58,

b. Implicit comparison (note shift from case particle to pre-adjective):
FEDHEIF XYM B> TETW S,

c. Equivalent of %> & for both time and spatial uses (slightly archaic):
HEREAR LV TbhE T,
R XD R D,

d. Odd stuff:
Wrs & O /237>, [There is nothing else we can do but refuse.]

XL 3E a. Explicit comparison:

HR 3 BBy E S < 2w,
BELLADTFT—FRZUIEE LV EREDLR VL,
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