FLJ302 -- 2009.01.08 -- Word, Phrase and Sentence Categorization (N,A,V):
You should become familiar with both Contemporary Linguistic and Traditional/Pedagogical Terminology:

Words can be categorized in terms of semantics (= relating to word meaning) or in terms of syntax (= relative word
order and the connections thereof).  Syntax and semantics are not entirely independent, but it doesn’t really help to
use semantics as a means of categorizing for syntax. Adjectives are supposed to be “words that describe” -- but then
again, so are many nouns and even verbs. A noun may be a “person, place or thing” if you define ‘thing’ to include a
lot of things that are not ‘things’ (is a dream a thing?), and there are many words referring to an “action or state of
being” that are not verbs (is purgatory not a state of being?). Nothing about ‘meaning’ explains why the negative of
&% (averb)is 7\ (an adjective), or about why so many nouns also appear as verbs or adjectives (58, 7%).

So why do people still use hideously non-functional definitions such as “noun = person, place, or thing” -- which
hopelessly attempt to use semantic categories to define syntactic categories (noun, adjective, verb)? Consider it a
relic of an old and frustrated educational system. The public educational system in Japan has its own old and
frustrated pedagogical grammar, which likewise conflates syntax and semantics: consider the words keiyoshi JE4¥5
= i-adjectives; doshi Bl = verbs; and keiy6-doshi JE45HEA which are neither adjectives nor verbs (they are
basically nouns, but with two minor caveats).  Nevertheless, the dictionary industry in Japan has grown around the
traditional framework.

The following is a list of categories, using the basic framework used by most linguists, followed by the subcategories
identified in Japanese pedagogical terminology, followed by examples:

Note also: Japanese is known as a “head-final” language. That means that each full sentence is pulled together
syntactically at the very end. Regular sentences end in either of the three main word categories (N, A, V), often
capped by a sentence-final particle. Phrases within sentences are also head-final.

Nouns (def: can be followed by ~72 /'~ o7 /~U 2%\ /~U 2 %) > 72)

45 (DWL) = ordinary nouns (use ?)
t, 22E A

R4 (72w L) = demonstratives (use ?D)
I, Hist

TESEE (FvwX 9 £ L) = ‘na-adjectives’; usually cannot themselves be modified
L, Dol TAE, Ehw

BREIE (F2072) = suffixes
M= f, Fib, AS, bEAH LT

BiEGH (L x99 L) . = counting suffixes (one type of suffix)
—B, —A&, —K. —PE, @, —H, R

FlF (5 < L) : ‘adverbials’ (these are fickle in terms of how they connect)
FTIL, £o%LBRLT, Lowh
4 (E9EH) (takes &. 72 %) = avestigial/classical expression

Wil (W22) | 1d B H (takes 12, 7% %) = vestigial/classical expression
Note also:
FUA, U7 (which showsthat 7 U is a noun that takes o)
FAHELT <. HEUZFT <, (which shows that 7% U { also functions vestigially as an adverb)
Nevertheless, J. dictionaries classify 7 U as JE& &> 7 and even A B (see below)
Adjectives (def: ending in ~\> /'~22> 7~ etc.; but cannot take ~72)
A (FwkHL)
R, REWL, ELw», -

Verbs (def: can have ~% 7/~ % L 7 endings, etc.)
B (E9 L) =verbs
e, 18, BB, W3, -
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Verb subcategories based on verb-endings:
BB (TRAEHL) ELL ) R SR wWHo e, o
EBEE (hABVEREA) THES, WA BB, BED, -
TR (hAICEA) T ERXD, RBD, LOD,
AL (hNAEIL) KD
VLEHE (INAEIL) T3
Note: contrast with Jorden/Genki typology of ~u vs ~ru vs ~aru, which is simpler:
bbb ET but 6oL $E206-5L2WET  (both ‘godan’)
ML =W T but W< =W T (neither system accounts for the difference)
H6H)—=>H5-5T but &9 —>& 9T (neither system accounts for the difference)
Verb subcategories based on transitivity:
HEh5 (U &9 L=intransitivev.) F72H<, F7L 5
flBhzE (72 &9 L=transitivev.) ABF7ZHIF5, ABF72L 03

Some other Word (or partial-word) Categories:

BiEhs (U x £9 L) = Auxiliaries (a grab-bag of verb-end and sentence-end tidbits)
TY, ¥5, ¥, b, 6nd, T, k), B Z2HE,

HifRG (LA 72\ L) = Pre-nominal words that require a following noun:
VWhWws, H5W5L, D, bh, 5

Bieiil (2% < L) = Pre-sentential words that are otherwise syntactically independent:
ZLT, L2l 26, $5&, 2D, HB0IE,

BB (22A £ 9 L) Exclamatory words, that are otherwise syntactically independent:
bdH, BP, ThH, Zv, oz, bLH L,

B (U x L) = Particles:
FhE] (< U &k L) = Case particles:
AN N SN GN 'N
FBIE (Wl s L/ 25D L x L) = Contrastive particles:
. bl e, 5. A, L, TH, F 2%,
B (Lw9) U kL, 8BbDHU £ L) =Post-sentential particles:
/LN SR & W = BN A S SN =T
MG (2»A L9 U x L) = Post-phrase particles:
. &, &,
B (U x L) = Other, loosely bound particles:
no. FT, &b iELE.
FIhE (5 < U x L) = Assistant assorted miscellaneous... (huh?)
T2, ET, @D, BFFE, K Sw, RE RARL, 5. TO, KL, DH -
(one gets the feeling the pedagogists were out of ideas when they got to this)
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