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The Cyberlaw Initiative at North Carolina State University was originally a spin-off of the E-Commerce Partners, headed by Michael Rappa, the Alan T. Dickson Distinguished University Professor of Technology in the Business Management Department (http://ecommerce.ncsu.edu/).  Professor Rappa began of a number of initiatives, one of which included a meeting with Kent Christison and Michael Tobin of the law firm of Kennedy Covington Lobdell & Hickman (http://www.kennedycovington.com/home.html).   Later executives from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina (BCBSNC) and IBM attended meetings and it was decided that a separate organization should be formed.  The organization was named the Cyberlaw Initiative (http://www4.ncsu.edu/~baumerdl/Cyberlaw.03) and it adopted a mission statement composed by Susan Helms of BCBSNC.

During the spring of 2001, the Cyberlaw Initiative sponsored a Cyberlaw Symposium in which presentations were made by a number of illustrious speakers including Senator John Edwards, who spoke on behalf of his proposed anti-spyware legislation and Richard Smith of the Electronic Frontier Foundation.  In addition to the speakers named above, several corporate speakers and academics presented a rich menu of stimulating topics on the broad issues of Internet privacy and security. 

For a variety of reasons, including state and university budget cuts, the Cyberlaw Initiative has been inactive during 2002.  In 2003 the Cyberlaw Initiative has been working with the Journal of Law and Technology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  The joint project for the fall of 2003 is a Symposium to be held at the UNC School of Law that will discuss, the USA Patriots Act, Cybercrime, and Cyberprivacy (http://www.jolt.unc.edu/symposium/).  

Hopefully, the economy will rebound and state revenues will increase so that the Cyberlaw Initiative can undertake more activities in the coming months and years.  Certainly the legal and technological issues that caused Kennedy Covington, Blue Cross Blue Shield and IBM to come together with David Baumer to form the Cyberlaw Initiative have not gone away.  
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