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Issue:
Are the fishing poles sold by Red Neckerson defective?

Rule of Law:
Manufacturers are required to sell safe products to consumers.  If there is a hidden danger that manufacturers are aware of that is not reasonably apparent to consumers, manufacturers are required to issue a warning.  

Conclusion:
Judgment for the fishermen who were hooked.   If a manufacturer is aware that its products are harming users or bystanders then it is obligated to provide a warning or change the design of the product.  In this case, Red had notice of the problems and did nothing; therefore he is liable to those hooked by the ultra whippy fishing poles.  

Issue:
Was Elmer negligently responsible for Jane’s death?

Rule of Law:
People have duty to others not to create unreasonable risks or behave in a negligent manner.

Conclusion:
Judgment for Jane and her husband.  It is clear that getting drunk while fishing created an unreasonable risk for those in the vicinity.  It is clear that Jane died because Elmer was drunk and not able to process information more accurately.   

Issue:
Did George Smiley assault Elmer?

Rule of Law:
Assault takes place when the defendant intentionally creates apprehension in the plaintiff of immediate harmful or offensive contact.  Defendant’s charged with assault do have the right to use reasonable means to rescue third parties.

Conclusion:
Judgment for the plaintiff, George.  It is clear that George’s actions amounted to an assault: he intentionally aimed his boat at Elmer, and created in Elmer apprehension of immediate harmful or offensive contact.  However, at the time of the assault he was trying to rescue his wife who was in serious danger.  George’s actions were reasonable under the circumstances and thus he would not be liable for assaulting Elmer.  

Issue:
Are the HPOO players bound by the arbitration clause in the Simple’s web site?

Rule of Law:
In general Internet users are bound by End User License Agreements (EULA’s) but some courts will not enforce important terms that are buried in EULA’s.   

Conclusion:
Judgment for HPOO players.  Eight-point type is very small and arbitration agreements are important terms in contracts.  It is not realistic to expect that a consumer would read 45 paragraphs of 8-point type and notice the arbitration clause.  

Issue:
Are the contracts between Republican operatives and Democratic politicians tainted by duress?

Rule of Law:
A contract that tainted by duress is voidable at the option of the victim.  Duress occurs when the other party only agreed to the contract due to force, threat of force, threat of criminal prosecution, or blackmail.

Conclusion:
Judgment for the Democratic politicians.  It is clear that these politicians only agreed to pay money to the Republican operatives because they were being blackmailed.  If the Republican operatives destroyed embarrassing information about the Democratic politicians they would not be entitled to collect under the contract because the contract is tainted by duress.  

