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ON THE

USE AND ABUSE OF SATIRE

N the early ages of nations, as in the youth of individuals,

before the authority of the judgment is confirmed by the
eftablithment of acknowleged truths, the Paflions are ever the
moft powerful {prings of human a&ion. To inflame, appeafe, or
diret them, is the firft office of poetic compofition, which poffeffes
in its rudeft ftate a ftrong and extenfive influence; fince the Pride
of human nature always wakeful and jealous is roufed by every
approach of Praife or Cenfure. Thus, while the love of Glory is
infpired on the one hand by encomiaftic fongs, the reward of
heroifm and valour ; the fear of Shame is nourifhed on the other
by Sarcafm and Ridicule, the punifhment of treachery and cowar-
dice. With the progrefs of refinement and luxury, panegyric
poetry either languifhes and difappears, or is forced to derive it’s
fubjetts from the exploits of diftant times. But the variety and
caprice of artificial manners, with the confequent deviations from
confiftency and nature, multiply the objects of Ridicule, and thus,
by perpetual exercife, improve and perfect the Satiric Mufe.

In this advancement toward perfeGtion, the Forms of Satire are
varied as its extent 15 enlarged, through all the numerous modes of
Invetive and Ridicule. The force of Inveltive is confined within
a narrow compals ; it may deter-or punifh, but will {feldom corre&®
or improve ; nor can it juftly be employed, except againft the
greater vices, which demand the indignation of mankind, The
powers of Ridicule are more extenfive and various; through fear

A of
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of that contempt, which its louder tones are capable of awakening,
it alarms and reprefles the licentioufnefs of folly; and by the chear-
fulnefs and urbanity of its milder accents, it attralts the heart, and
fecures the attention, while it infufes truth into the mind, and ex-

pofes the abfurdity of falfhood.

The Prevalence of Satiric compofition is alfo further promoted by
the gratification, that it offers to our natural love of Superiority,
which always looks on with confcious triumph, while the errors of
others are detefted and chaftifed. By the {kill and addrefs of the
Satirift, this invidious principle may be converted into the means
of Improvement, and while all liften to the reproof of others, all
may be infenfibly reformed. Difficult however and dangerous is
this office ; and as the advantages of Satire are numerous and great,
its abufes alfo are ftriking and important. If the poet fuffer his own
reafon to be overcome, and himfelf to be hurried on to the violation
of juftice by the impetuofity of an unguided fancy, the judgment of
others may be dazzled by the brilliancy of his wit, and error be
admitted for truth. If Malice or Immorality point the arrows of
nidicule, a {evere and fatal wound may be given to innaocence or to

VirtHC.I

.- There can be few fubjelts therefore more interefting, than an
examination of the fources, from which fuch different eftelts are
derived, and of the degree of merit due to thole:compofitions, which
an nations, where the Spiﬁt of cenfure 1s not fupprefled by the au-
thority of the government, are both {o numerous and {o popular: For
there is no care or employment of humanity to which Satire does
not extend her influence, while She affumes the important characters
of the Avenger of PERsoNAL mifcondu®, the Judge of PoLITICAL
errors, the Guardian of MorAL1TY, and the Guide of TASTE.

- 1. 1. To ftigmatife the names of thofe Perfons, whofe vices or
follics, either 1mmed1ately by their effetts, or more rcmote]y by
their example are 1nJur1ous to the happinefs of {ociety, 1s an action
both juft and patriotic. The inftructions of the moralift and the

critic would be too often negleGted or defpifed, if there were no
executive



( 3 )

executive power, which might punith the violation of their laws.
Hiftory indeed by delivering down the vicious to perpetual infamy,
prefents the: nobleft leflon of morality ; but befide that it compre-
hends’ only the more important actions, it is rather a caution againft
future, than a remedy of prefent evils ; whereas by the judicious ap-
plication of perfonal reproof the contagion of folly may be prevented,
although the infection perhaps cannot be removed. Even in circum-
ftances influenced by the opinions of pofterity, Vice may fometimes
defpife the appeal, or Vanity may hope that the decifion will be
favourable ; but the attacks of prefent fcorn fubdue pride and defeat
ftratagem, and by a punithmens;” which:no one can efdape, hold:
forth a warning, to which all muft fubmit. ‘At the Period:of. Gre-
cian hiftory, when the union of the Imagination and the Pafiions,
little reftrained by philofophyor law,was raifed to an height unknown
in’ almoft-every other counttry ; Iyrical Inveétivg appears fometimes
to have fupphcd the deficienciés of an unfettled legiflature.. Perfonal
farcafin is alfo méntioned among thofe compofitions, that were fung
at the entertainments of more refined ages to nourith the fpirit of
valour and of freedom. The unreftrained liberty of the Old Come-
dy, which introduced living characters upon the ftage under their
real names and with the addition of a reprefentative mafk, appears
to the refinement of modern manners to be the excefs ‘of licentiouf-
nefs and outrage: yet it muft be allowed to have been not i1l adapted
to the jealous and turbulent ipirit of the Athenian'democracy ; and
while the comic ‘Poets confined their reprefentauons to the attack
of Ignorance and Vice, -they might be rankcd in the firlt clafs of
public Benefactors,

- The freedom of Perfonal attack, that diftinguifhed the Grecian
Comedy, ‘was charalteriftic alfo of the elder Roman Satire; which
being different in form, although the fame. in {pirit, obtained the
praife of originality, when cultivated by Lucilius with fo much juf-
tice and fuccefs. The frequent * panegyrical harangues in the city
as well as in the camp, inftituted, by a policy almoft peculiar to the
Roman State, to kindle the flame of patrioti{fm and virtue, would
derive new force from this oppoﬁte examp]c of perfonal cenfure by

* Polyb. Lib. 6. Pag 4.9}{ Ed. Cafaub, "
2 public
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public recital, which expofing the vicious to contempt or infamy
compleated the meafure of judicial retribution. And while the
novelties of luxury, and the variations of charaler introduced by
foreign conqueft, afforded copions materials for the exercife of per-
fonal ridicule, its boldnefs found ample fupport in that fpirit of
equality, which permitted on certain occafions an almoft boundlefs
liberty of cenfure, to the ® Soldier againft his General, and the Slave
againft his Lord.

The long feries of domeftic wars, that followed in the Roman
State was little favorable to the cultivation of Satire; and at the
eftablifbment of a refined and abfolute fovereign, the bold air of its
ficft author was exchanged for the delicate pleafantry and artful ad-
drefs that have made the writings of Horace the perpetual object
of imitation and applaufe. Yet even to works. of this general ten-
dency, the occafional introduction of known charaéters gives pecu-
liar force, as they both intereft the paffions by their familiarity,
and convince the judgment by their truth.

Perfonal Satire has alfo been fuccefsfully directed in all countries
againft the vain Pretenders to Genius and- Learning, who, if they
were not rendered contemptible by ridicule, would too often attralt
the attention, and corrupt the Tafte of their Age.. By employing
irony the moft artful, and wit the moft acute, againft the unnatural
and infipid, among his contemporaries, Boileau drew the aftections
and judgment of his nation to the chafte and interefting productions
of Moliere and Racine.

I. 2. Such have been the advantages derived from Perfonal Satire ;
“but fo great on the contrary are the injuries refulting from its
mifapplication, that the legiflature of all nations ‘has been exerted
to reftrain it. For if They, whofe failings- were unknown and
harmlefs, be brought forth at once to notice and thame, or if, for the
weaknefs common to human nature, illuftrious characters be made

Y ArAver 0wl Tor ﬂgl::r.y.@m fioodes TaANLIEY R BTy Lpiay 8oy Pupaiag Tns xigTopoy xas oaripioy
wadiar. EQuvas yap Tos xarayayesi vas s iaubifiy 75 val 2aTEIRWTTOY THS EFIDRITATHS ArdEas,

xens avrs s spetidares,  Dion, Halic. Lib. 7. P. 460. Ed. Hudfon.
¢ Hor. Ep. ad Aug. 150, .Art, Poet. 281, Blackitone’s Com, Vol. IV, P, 150.
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objects of contempt, the triumphs of Vice are promoted by increaf-

ing the number of the vicious, and Virtue lofes much of its dignity
and force, by being deprived of thofe names, which had contributed

to its fupport. Not lefs injurious to {cience is the unjuft cenfure of
literary merit, which tends both to damp the ardour of genius, and
to miflead the public tafte. The moft ftriking examples of the
Abufe of Perfonal Satire are furnifhed by that nation, in which its
freedom was the greateft. The Theatres of Athens once endured
to behold the wifeft of her Philofophers, and the moft virtuous of
her Poets, derided with all the groflnefs of malicious {fcurrility. Nor
has modern Poetry been altogether free from this difgrace. For-
tunate however it is, that although the judgment of the weak may
be for a time mifguided, truth will in the end prevail: The refpect
and admiration due to the names of Burnet and of Bentley, of War-
burton and of Johnfon, are now no longer leflened by the wit of

Swift, or the afperity of Churchill.

Even where the fubject or defign ic not improperly chofen, abufe
may ftill arife from the Difpofition and Colouring of the piece.
When bitternefs and feverity are employed againft men, whofe fail-
ings were venial and light, or ridicule degenerates either into the
broad attacks of farcaftic buffoonery, or the unmanly treachery of
dark hints and poifonous allufions, not only the particular punifh-
ment is exceffive and unjuft, but alfo general malice is foftered by

new fupplies of Slander.

But the abufes” of Perfonal Satire are then moft numerous and
great, when it is diCtated by private animofity. Befide the impro-
priety in the {ubjects of the Dunciad, many of the fituations in
which they are placed, might be cenfured as uncharaceriftic, if the
mind were not {fometimes averted from the contemplation of them,
and criticifin prevented by difguft. There are indeed few circum-
ftances, that awaken fuch poignant regret, as the fevere and ran-
corous inve&ives, which fome of the firft names in literature have.
vented againft their enemies. When envious dulinefs traduces the
excellence, to which it cannot attain; or rath impetuofity burfts,

forth to a general attack on all furrounding merit, we turn away
from.
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from the fight with contempt or indignation: but to behold that
wit and genius which had been employed to the faireft ends, un-

happily degraded to the meanelt of all offices, the gratification of *--

malice and revenge, Is at once humiliating to the judgment, and-
painful to the heart.

II. 1. Nor has Satire been confined to the conduct of Individuals
alone, but has been pointed alfo againft thofe meafures of Policy
and State, 11 which the intereft of whole Nations 1s concerned. It
is only by the exercife of poLITICAL fatire, that the {pirit of Jea-
loufy neceflary to the fupport of all mixed governments can be ex-
cited, and the general eftablithment of the conftitution protetted
and maintained. 'The frequency alfo of thofe occafional errors, to
which the adminiftration of every ftate is {fubjet, will be diminifhed
by the fear of that ridicule, which 1s able both to repel the attacks
of violence, and expofe the artifices of faction. Sointimately however
1s the freedom of Political Satire conneéted with the eftablithment
of general liberty, that popular outrage is not lefs unfavourable to
its exiftence than the extremity of abfolute Defpotifm. During
the violence of contending faltions, that preceded the fubverfion of
the Roman Commonwealth, it appears to have been almoft entirely
unknown : the efforts of wit muft indeed have been feeble and dif-

regarded, at a period, when Literature had not obtained an univerfal
efteem, and in a nation, where the eloquence of the Orator was at

one time drowned by a fedition, at another time overawed by the
{fword.

The hiftory of free nations exhibits frequent examples of the ap-
plication of ridicule to the concerns of State, many of which were
ufeful to their own Age, and all may be inftructive to Pofterity.
* The Political comedies of Ariftophanes prefent a picture of his
nation, too minute to be fufpected of falfehood and too interefting
to be viewed without pain. In them we behold the reprefentation
of a people, at once refined and grofs, learned and infatuated ; fo fond
of humour and ridicule as to permit the boldeft attacks upon their
favorite follies, yet {o deluded as neither to refign nor corret them ;

¢ Brumoy’s Greek Theatre. General Conclufion,
attentive
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attentive to Wit and Satire, yet profecuting, in defiance of both, a
war, that could not but end 1n their deftruion.

By the invention of the Art of Printing, the diffemination of Po-
litical Satire has been eminently facilitated, and in our own country
it poffefles an importance as little known to the furrounding nations,
as the peculiar privilege by which its freedom is {ecured. °The
eftablithment of our excellent conftitution was confidered as im-
perfe®, while reftraint was impofed upon the exertion of any voice,
by which the fpirit of liberty might be awakened. And fince the
nobleft fecurity againft fudden and canfelefs revolutions is that op-
portunity of calm decifion, which is prefented to the judgment of
a whole country by the free reprefentation of all public events ; Po-
litical Satire tends, in ano lefs powerful degree to fecure the Govern-
ment from rebellion, than to proteCt the people from oppreflion.
Nor are inftances wanting of its exercife, which will ever be con-
templated with admiration and triumph. The remains of that
Fanaticifm, which was a reproach to the human charalter, were
diflipated by the wit of Butler; and the delicate pleafantry of Ad-
difon was fuccefsfully employed in the fupport of Juftice and of
Freedom, at the moment of delufion and danger.

II. 2. Yet while the heart of the Patriot glows with rapture at
the furvey of that Conftitution, which allows to every fubject the
nobleft of all privileges; the moft painful fenfations will often be
excited by a view of the Licentioufnefs interwoven with fo fair a
{fyftem. Inftead of the manly ardour of truth and freedom, Satire is
too often taught to breathe the furious and baneful fpirit of falfe-
hood or fedition. ‘ Even the dignity of that Supreme Authority,
which is rendered facred no lefs by the peculiar genius of our
conftitution than by every principle of general policy, has fome-
times been expofed to attacks of ridicule equally mean in their
form, and pernicious in their tendency. And by the extenfive dif-
fufion of Political calumny, a fpirit of animofity has occafionally

¢ De Lolme. Boolz 2. Chap. 12, 13. On the Liberty of the Prefs.
f Blackftone’s Com. Vol, 1. P. z41. Vol. IV. P, 173,
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been excited, {o powerful, as to interrupt the national harmony,
and embitter the intercourfe of domeftic life.

t Moved perhaps by thefe confiderations, Swift, (who had
himfelf been employed on fome occafions as the {fupport of a Party,
and acting on others from a more enlarged principle, had been hailed
as the vindicator of a devoted people) attempted in a relation of
fiitious adventures, to ftop by the powers of ridicule that torrent
of fa&ion, which was at once {o impetuous and deftru&tive. Happy
would it have been, if the execution had correfponded with the de-
fign. But while He expofes the arts and conftitution of his Country
to contempt, and reprefents its whole hiftory as a feries of aions
difgraceful to human nature, the only Political tendency of the moft
fingular production of Genius, is to relax the vigour of Patrioti{m,
and fink the fpirits into defpondence and inaétivity.

IXI. 1. From this view of Perfonal and Political Satire, the
mind is naturally carried to the contemplation of more general and
abftract produtions. Of {uch compofitions, the firft in confidera-
tion and importance, are thofe, that affet morariTYy. With
the accuracy of philofophical truth, with the beauty of reafon, or
the dignity of virtue, the weak, the gay, and the profligate will be
little moved; but Deformity of every kind, when exhibited in its

native fhape, f{eldom fails to ftrike the fenfes, and roufe the heart
to contempt or averfion. |

One of the moft important objects therefore of Moral Satire, is
to render thofe opinions contemptible by ridicule, of which the
falthood may be evinced by argument. There is a darknefs, that
fometimes overfpreads the human mind, which is more eafily dii-
fipated by the bright flathes of wit, than by the clear though fteady
light of reafon ; for the force of habit can feldom be vanquithed, till
new paffions are roufed 1n oppofition to prevailing affeCtions, and
prejudice is fubdued by fhame. The progrefs of manners among
the nations of modern Europe affords firiking examples of the

B Voyage to Lilliput Chap. 4. to Brobdingnag Chap, 6, 7. To Laputa Chap 8.

{uccels
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fuccefs of Comic Satire., ®'The cloud of errors, with which man-
kind had fo long been opprefled, was firft penetrated by the wit of
Erafmus ; the pleafantry of whofe irony prepared the mind for the
reception of thofe juft ideas, that have fince been made the balis of
Religious inftitutions. Still more extenfively {uccefsful was the origi-
nal and unrivalled humour of Cervantes. *No fooner had his ex-
traordinary Satire appeared, than the romantic fabric of pernicious
enthufiafm, that had been raifed upon the ruins of ancient Chivalry,
faded away before it ; like the works of its own enchanters, when
approached by the Spirits of light. It is alfo principally by the
powers of Comic Satire, that the dark and tremendous illufions,
generated by the gloomy f{pirit of northern fuperftition, have gra-
dually been expelled ; that the abfurdity of extravagant fyftems or
vifionary myfteries has been detected and difcountenanced; and the
judgment of mankind enlightened by the influence of reafon and of
truth. Even the firft principle and foundation of all morality has
fometimes been prote¢ted by the exertions of Wit. *In ¢ the ar-
gument againft abolithing Chriftianity” the Irony of Swift is hap-
pily employed in expofing the-madnefs of {cepticifm and infidelity.

But Satire has been more frequently exerted again& thofe com-

mon follies, by which domeftic life is rendered uneafy, and the
happinefs of fociety difturbed. To chaftife the numerous abfur-
dities of Vanity and Caprice, prote@ed by their minutenefs from
the f{everity of Philofophic difquifition, has ever been the fa-
vorite object of Comedy: But the peculiar nature of dramatic re-
prefentation, leaves ample room for thofe fhorter eflays of Wit
which are the moft popular compofitions of every people, and are
fo eminently adapted to the conveyance of general inftrution.
This end is perhaps no where more happily purfued than in the
writings of Horace; but the period of Roman refinement was
thort and tranfitory ; and the fuperiority of modern nations in all .
the elegancies of Morality has been received in a great degree

" Moriz Encomium. Particularly the conclufion. Of the Colloquies; Virgo Miceyxuss
Abbas et Erudita ; et Peregrinatio Religionis Ergo.
Jortin’s Life of Eralmus. Vol. I, Page 113.
* Deattic on Fable and Romance. Page 562,

 Johnion’s Life of Swift. Vol. 3. Page 393,
B through
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through the medium of thofe Satirical produétions with which all
of them abound. ' This nation in particular will always recur with
gratitude to the fortunate period, in which propriety and elegance
of manners were fo fuccefsfully inculcated by the humour of Addi-

fon and Steele. ™ And fince to the happinefs of original invention,
to the warmth of Fancy, and the brightnefs of Wit, that charalte-

rife the Rape of the Lock, a moft refined and delicate Moral is
everywhere united, this beautiful Poem may jultly be confidered
as one of the moft ufeful productions of the Satiric Mufe. By fuch
compofitions the Judgment is improved, while the heart is {oftened;
and a ray of cheerfulnefs is caft over the Imagination, that brightens

all the profpets of humanity.

A bolder air of Ridicule, and higher colouring muft alfo be
fometimes adopted, to exhibit in their native Deformity the more
dangerous illufions of Folly, which attraét by the appearance of
imaginary delight. In this mode of Satire the comic genius of our
country has been eminently diftinguifhed. By the Author of “the
Univerfal paflfion” the greateft acutenefs of Wit 1s joined with the
utmoft purity of Sentiment, in rendering contemptible all thofe
varieties of Charater, that are aflumed by Vanity, from the ex-
pectation of Importance. " And the accurate pictures of deftructive

follies delineated by the pencil of Hogarth, (where poignancy of
ridicule is fo happily improved by the interefting form of dramatic

exhibition), afford the moft ftriking and powerful incitements to
virtue and to truth.

To guard the heart from Vice, our fears are to be alarmed,
or our pafhions inflimed; and the pleafantry of Wit and Hu-
mour exchanged for Sarcafin and Inveltive. Modern nations
are not without examples of this {everer Satire, which the
moralift will regard with approbation. It's perfetion however
muit be fought in the compolitions of the Illuftrious Roman, who
living in an age the moft corrupt, that hiftory records, attacked
the degeneracy of his countrymen with that manly warmth of con-
tzmptuous indignation, which was fuited to the enormity of their

1 Tﬂ‘ﬂﬁmsLlfc of Addifon. Vol. JI. Page 33c.

m - of Pops. Vol. 1V. Page 13y.
n \” alpcle’s Anecdotes, Galpin on Prints. crimes,
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crimes. In a ftate of manners {o univerfaliy depraved, the cenfure
even of Juvenal was perhaps meffeCtual and vain. But the modern
reader, who turns from the dark piture with trembling and abhor-
rence, while he congratulates himfelf on the happy imprevements
in morality, which {tem to affure him that fome parts of the de-
fcription will never again exift, cannot fail to guard with jealous at-
tention againit the approach of other Vices, by which human na-
ture may at all times be overcome.

I1I. 2. In proportion however as the effects of General Satire are
powerful and extenfive, its mifapplication is peculiarly injurious to
Morality. °Error muft almoft unavoidably be produced, whenever
Ridicule, inftead of being employed to expofe falfhood, fhall be
adepted as the Teft of truth. It is the charatteriftic quality of Ri-
dicule, to compofe images of abfurdity and extravagance by the un-
expected union of diflimilar ideas. Hence arifes an opportunity of
much fallacious fophiftry : for by a conftrained aflociation of incon-
gruous parts, or an unnatural diftortion of confiltent ones, the
faireft and beft proportioned object may be made to appear irregular
and deformed. Weak indeed muft be the caufe of the philofopher,
who is forced to appeal to the paflions or the fancy in cafes, where
the judgment alone is able to decide. But it is melancholy to reflect
that falfhood and irreligion fhould fometimes have been imbibed from
thofe Satirical produétions, of which the meannefs ought to have
been regarded with ccntempt, and the malice with detefta- -
tion. Indeed Ridicule can feldom be applied to Religious {pecula-
tions without danger to Morality, however pious may be the inten-
tion of the Satire; fince the mind is thereby taught to regard thofe
fubjects with levity, which ought only to be contemplated with
awful veneration.

But Speculative morality 1s examined by few ; and Satire is there-
fore more extenfively pernicious, when it is improperly directed
againft the actions and condu of Life. By the petulance of fpleen,
or the partiality of bigotry, the whole body of a fociety, profeffion,

{fex, and even nation, has fometimes been treated as a fingle indivi-

° Browne’s Effay on Ridicule, in anfiver to Shaftefbury on the Freedom of Wit and Humour.
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dual, and involved in general and undifcerning obloquy. The ten-
dency of fuch calumnies is to contrat alike the judgment and the
afteCtions, and thus to limit the influence not only of truth and
reafon, but alfo of benevolence and humanity. Satire is al{o im-~
properly exercifed by thofe Authors, who moved by fome parti-
cular examples of Vice, from which no period is free, reprefent
the general ftate of manners as eminently debafed, and declaim
againft the corruption and depravity of their times. ® When it is
confidered that {fuch reprefentations have prevailed at every period
in the progrefs of manners, from ages of rudenefs to thofe of civi-
lization and refinement, they may not unjuitly be {uppofed to pro-
ceed rather from envious or undifcerning partiality, than from ra-
tional and honeft indignation. And their tendency is eminently
pernicious. Vice will always derive encouragement from the po-
pularity, which exempts it from Shame, and the adivity of Virtue
will be relaxed by the removal of its moft powerful incentive, the
hope of approbation and reward. Still more pernicious are thofe

compofitions, in which human nature is made an object of reproach,
and the paflions, opinions, and actions, of Man are held forth to

contempt and abhorrence. It is painful to mark the errors of Ge-
nius ; yet the fame work of Swift, which has already been confi-
dered as erroncous in a Political view, 1s liable to ftill greater ob-
jections in its relation to Morality ; and Boileau’s ¢ Satire on Man”
cannot but be regarded as no lefs injurious to virtue, than incon-
fiftent with the general humanity of its Author. By refleGting upon
the Dignity of human nature we arc elevated to fublimity, and by
contemplating its virtues we are foftened to benevolence; but when
Man is beheld in a ftate of Folly or Debafement, the Soul feels an

isvoluntary depreflion, and finks into meannefs or mifanthropy.

iV. 1. Similar to the influence of comic Satire upon Morality is
1its conneftion alfo with TAasTE. Critical as well as moral truth
can feldom be perfellly cftablifhed, unlefs the abfurdity of error
be expoled by ridicule, To develope the latent arts of compofition,

and, by proving their conformity with the principles of human na-
ture, to ere@ tafte on the bafis of Science, 1s the work of Rhilofo-

» Harris’s Philological Enquiries. Concluding Chapter.

phy
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phy alone. But fcientific arrangements are little calculated for ge-
neral ufe : While therefore the Rhetorician exerts his eloquence to
ravifh and tranfport the mind by difplaying the fuccefsful efforts of
Genius ; the Satirit on the contrary employs his Wit, to deteét
errors and difcountenance abfurdities, and thus provoke his audi-
ence to averfion or contempt. And fince falfe opinions muft necef-
farily be extirpated before juft ideas can be introduced, Satirical
criticifm will always, in point of popular inftrution at leaft, be
prior to Philofophic. The turgid, the grofs, and the unnatural
muft be defpifed, before the fublime, the witty, or the beautiful
can be truly relithed. So that, while Satire appears to be confined
to the lower objels of Criticifm, it contributes in an eminent
degree to the promotion of the higheft; and prepares the un-
derftanding for thofe refined and elevated fenfations, which the
perfe&t comprehenfion of excellence can alone produce. The Cri-
tical Satires of Horace, although compofed with a view to the
particular fituation of his Country, contain fo many general prin-
ciples of Philology, fo happily illuftrated that from Them modern
nations imbibed the firft tinGture of corre@t and elegant Tafte.
Nor can the true and natural beauties of compofition ever ceafe
to be relithed, fo long as regard be paid either to thefe genuine
effufions of Wit, or to their happy imitations and improve-
ments in the writings of Boileau and Pope. In a field fo ample
and interefting as Tafte, comic Satire may be {uppofed to have ex-
erted itfelf with peculiar felicity : and accordingly we find, that nei-
ther the infinuating pleafantry of % Erafmus, nor the lively wit of
* Hall, neither the cheerful humour of * Addifon, nor the more fe-
vere irony of ‘ Swift, are at any time fo happily employed, as in ex-
pofing thofe literary errors, by which the dictates of nature are vio-
lated, and the forms of compofition are difgraced. The perfeGion
indeed as well as the true relith of every imitative art has been pro-
moted by the exertions of Wit; for every thing, that either falls
below or exceeds the Majeftic Simplicity of Nature, whether it
arife from the deficiency or perverfion of Genius, is the proper ob-

ject of Satirical Criticifm. To it, one art in particular, the peculiar

2 Ciceronianus. " Hall’s Satires. Book 1. B. 2z, Sat, 1. and B. 6. * Effays on Wit,
' Treatifc on the Art of Sinking.
boaft
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boaft of this country is eminently indebted. The quaint and unna-
tural affetation, that had corrupted the genuine beauties of rural
{cenery was exploded by the ridicule of “Pope; and the national
attention-thus happily directed to the chafte and elegant defigns of
Kent, Burlington, and Browne.

If we defcend to the minute particularities of domeftic elegance,
(which though of little independent confequence are yet rendered
interefting by their connection with more important concerns) we
thall here find Satire perpetually employed with advantage and f{uc-
cefs. The efforts of Ridicule co-operated in a powerful degree, with
the gradual progrefs of Tafte, in diffufing that general air of delicacy,
by which the enjoyments of {ocial life have been extended and re-
fined. Even after the general principles of Tafte have been eftablithed
1n any country, caprice and affeCtation would introduce perpetual
corruptions, were ridicule not employed to withftand their attempts.

The abltrafe {feverity of the Sciences, which muft always depend
upon the underftanding alone, and can derive little aid from the
paffions or the imagination, naturally excludes Satire from any im-
mediate {hare in their promotion. Yet ridicule may be confidered
as advantageoufly employed, when it has contributed to difgrace the
frivolous pretenfions that have fometimes dignified themfelves with
the name of Science and laid claim to its honors and rewards —

IV. 2. In its relation however to {cientific purfuits, Satire, in-
ftead of confining itfelf to the vain and fuperficial, has too often at-
tacked the ufeful and profound. The refearches of the Antiquarian
and the Philofopher have been reprefented as the labours of dullnefs,
to which fenfe or genius could never condefcend, It is impofiible
to confider without indignation, that at the firft inftitution of that
Society, which has contributed fo much to the promotion of Phi-
lofophy and the advancement of our national honour, all the powers
of Wit and Satire were employed to infult and debafe it. But the
attempt degraded only its authors: and {o extenfive has been the

* Guardian. N°, 173, and Epiftle to the Earl of Burlington,
diffufion
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diffufion of literary intercourfe, that few remains of this contraéted
fpirit can now be found.

By the fame vain and undifcerning petulance the labours of the
Grammarian and the Critic have been derided, and all the more fe-
vere and abftrufe parts of literature have been condemned as ufelefs
or abfurd. The immediate operation of fuch cenfure furnifhes In-
dolencé with excufe, and Folly with encouragement ; and if it were
capable of any permanent and remote effect, it muft infallibly def-
troy that Elegance, which it pretends to eftablifh. The embelli(h-~
ments of learning can only {ubfift, while its ftrength and vigour are
maintained ; if the fupport of reafon and philofophy be withdrawn,

National Tafte muft foon fink from its purity, and relapfe into ex-
travagance and barbari{m.

Even the divine effufions of genius and imagination have fome-
times been attacked, and ridicule has been employed to debafe the
lofty, or vilify the noble. Of fuch Satire however, as it can only
proceed from the utmoft perverfion of tafte, and has always been
received with indignation, the inftances have been rare, and the at-
tempts altogether fruitlefs. ™ The attack made by Perrault upon
the chafte productions of Antiquity is remembered only as an object
of contempt.

From this general reprefentation of the good and ill effects of Sa-
tire, we may be enabled to form a comparifon of their refpeive
importance. By the improper exercife of Satire; individuals have
fometimes been expofed to undeferved contempt ; nations have been
infpired with unjuftifiable animofity ; immoral fentiments have been
infufed ; and falfe tafte has received encouragement and fupport.
On the contrary, by the juft exertions of Satire; Perfonal licen-
tioufnefs has frequently been reftrained ; the eftablifhments of King-
doms have been fupported ; and the Precepts of Morality and Tafte
conveyed in a form the moft alluring and eflicacious. The fuccefs
however of all thofe productions, that have not been directed by
virtue and juftice, has been CONFINED and TRANSIENT, whatever

% Beilean’s Refle@ions on Longinus.
Genius
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Genius or Talents might be employed in their compofition ; by the

wife among their contemporaries they have been difregarded, and
in the following age, they have funk into Oblivion. But the Effu-
fions of Wit united with truth, have been received with UNIVER-
saL approbation, and preferved with PERPETUAL efteem: their
influence has been extended over nations and prolonged through
Ages. Hence perhaps we need not hefitate to conclude, that the
BENEFITS derived from Satire are Far Superior to the DIsADVAN-

TAGES, with regard both to their Extent and Duration: and its
authors may therefore defervedly be numbered among the happieft

Inftructors of Mankind.
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