
























Cabarrus County Voluntary Agricultural District Application 
 
Instructions:  Please complete the form as completely and accurately as possible.  If map and 
parcel number is unknown, please list property owners name as listed on the deed and list the 
year the deed was recorded, to the best of your knowledge.  Contact the North Carolina 
Cooperative Extension Office – Cabarrus County Center at 704-920-3310 if you need any 
assistance. 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________ 
City:______________________State:______________Zip Code:____________________ 
Phone Number (home):__________________(work):______________________________ 
Property Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Number of acres:___________________________________________________________ 
Map:_________Parcel Information (*PIN#):_____________________________________ 
PIN # can be found on your property tax bill or on the Internet at www.cabarruscounty.us (GIS 
Department) 
Year deed recorded:________________________________________________________ 
Book:__________Page:_____________________________________________________ 
Is this land listed for agricultural use taxation with the Cabarrus County Tax Assessor? 
Yes:  No: 
 
Are you interested in the ____ original (revocable) voluntary agricultural district ordinance or 
the ________ enhanced (irrevocable for a 10 year period) agricultural district ordinance? (please 
check one) 
 
Have you reviewed the requirements of the Cabarrus County Voluntary Agricultural District 
Ordinance? Yes:_____ No:_____ 
Do you know of any neighbors who might be interested in this program?  Please List: 
 
 
Signed:    Date: 
 
Signed:    Date: 
 
Direct Inquiries to:  North Carolina Cooperative Extension 
    Cabarrus County 
    Phone: 704-920-3310 
 
    Cabarrus Soil and Water Conservation District 
    Phone:  704-920-3300 
 
Submit Application to: Cooperative Extension, Cabarrus County 
    POBox 387 
    Concord, NC  28026 
 
12/05 
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      Drawn by and Mail To: 
      Cabarrus County 
      Post Office Box 707 
      Concord, North Carolina 28026 
  
NORTH CAROLINA    CONSERVATION AGREEMENT  
      FOR ENHANCED VOLUNTARY 
COUNTY OF CABARRUS    AGRICULTURE DISTRICT  
 
 Cabarrus County and the undersigned real property owner (s) (“Owner”) enter into this 
Conservation Agreement for Enhanced Voluntary Agriculture District covering the property 
described in the attached Exhibit A. 
 
 The parties understand and agree that this Agreement is being entered into to preserve 
farmland in Cabarrus County as contemplated by Article 61 of Chapter 106 of the North Carolina 
General Statutes and the Cabarrus County Voluntary Agricultural District Ordinance (Section 15-
57 et seq) and to permit such property to qualify for the benefits granted by these laws and 
ordinances.   
 
 During the term of this Agreement, Owner agrees to prohibit non-farm use of Owner’s 
property subject to this Agreement except as permitted by the above laws and ordinances, which 
Owner acknowledges Owner has read and is familiar with.   
 
 This Agreement is IRREVOCABLE by Owner for a period of 10 years from the date of 
its execution and is automatically renewed if not terminated for additional period (s) of time as 
provided by the above laws and ordinances.  Cabarrus County may revoke this Agreement at any 
time if the Owner is noncompliant with this Agreement or the above laws and ordinances.  
 
 IN WITNESS, the parties have signed this Agreement on the dates indicated in the 
signature acknowledgments.       
     
CABARRUS COUNTY         OWNER 
 
              
BY:  Chair, Agricultural Advisory Board          
 
       OWNER 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF       
 
 Personally appeared before me this day                   , who 
acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing Conservation Agreement for Enhanced Voluntary 
Agricultural District for the purposes therein expressed. 
 
 
 WITNESS my hand and notarial seal, this _____ day of               , 2006.   
 
 
_______________________________  
Notary Public 
My Commission Expires:       
 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF       
 
 Personally appeared before me this day      , who 
acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing Conservation Agreement for Enhanced Voluntary 
Agricultural District for the purposes therein expressed. 
 
 
 WITNESS my hand and notarial seal, this _____ day of               , 2006.   
 
 
_______________________________  
Notary Public 
My Commission Expires:       
  
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF       
 
I,       a Notary Public, for said County and State, do hereby 
certify that Victoria P. Porter personally came before me this day and acknowledged that she is 
Chairperson, Agricultural Advisory Board and acknowledged on behalf of Cabarrus County, the 
due execution of the foregoing Conservation Agreement.  
 
 This      day of   , 2006.  
 
     
Notary Public 
My Commission Expires:       
 
*Please Note:  Only complete and notarize as many signature statements as there are land owners. 



 
 
 
        Cabarrus County Government 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cabarrus County Government 
65 Church Street SE (28025) • P.O. Box 707 • Concord, North Carolina 28026-0707 
Phone:  704.920.3310 Fax:  704.920.3323   web:  www.cabarruscounty.us 

April 1, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Land Owner, 
 
Thank you for your interest in and application for inclusion in the Cabarrus County Voluntary 
Agricultural Districts.  This process has been very exciting and after 5 years of work, it’s gratifying 
to be able to honor you with the Agricultural Advisory Board’s approval of your application.  Yours 
was one of the applications approved on March 28, 2006.  Please take a moment and look over 
the information we received from you for the Board’s review and consideration.   Attached is the 
parcel map of your property based on the PIN number given to us on your application.  Please 
contact us if any of this information is incorrect or we’re missing any parcels you wanted included 
that were not.  You have 30 days to let the Cabarrus Cooperative Extension office know of any 
discrepancies.  After that time, we will assume everything is correct and the application and 
parcel map will be accepted as is.  We are still working out the details about signage for each 
participating landowner and will be back in touch with further information.  We didn’t want to wait 
to let you know the status of your application.  Again, Congratulations!  Please contact Carl Pless, 
Extension Agent at 704-920-3310 if you have any additional questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Victoria P. Porter, Chair 
Agricultural Advisory Board 
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        Cabarrus County Government 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cabarrus County Government 
65 Church Street SE (28025) • P.O. Box 707 • Concord, North Carolina 28026-0707 
Phone:  704.920.3310 Fax:  704.920.3323   web:  www.cabarruscounty.us 

April 1, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Land Owner, 
 
Thank you for your interest in and application for inclusion in the Cabarrus County Voluntary 
Agricultural Districts.  This process has been very exciting and after 5 years of work, it’s gratifying 
to be able to honor you with the Agricultural Advisory Board’s approval of your application.  Yours 
was one of the applications approved at our March 28, 2006 Board meeting.  Attached is the 
parcel map of your property based on the PIN number given to us on your application.  We are 
also including a copy of the Conservation Agreement between you and Cabarrus County.  You 
will need to come into the Cabarrus County Extension Office to execute this agreement that will 
complete your application for the Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural Districts.  When you come to 
the Extension Office, you can provide us with additional information about your parcel map.  We 
want to make sure it’s correct.  You have 30 days to come by the Cabarrus Cooperative 
Extension office and sign the Conservation Agreement.  After that time, we will assume you have 
changed your mind and don’t want to be included in the voluntary agricultural districts. We are still 
working out the details about signage for each participating landowner and will be back in touch 
with further information.  We didn’t want to wait to let you know the status of your application.  
Again, Congratulations!  Please contact Carl Pless, Extension Agent at 704-920-3310 if you have 
any additional questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Victoria P. Porter, Chair 
Agricultural Advisory Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EH/06 



RULES OF PROCEDURE AND BYLAWS 
CABARRUS COUNTY AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD 

CABARRUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 

I. General Rules:  The Agricultural Advisory Board shall be governed by the 
terms of Chapter 106 - Article 61, Preservation of Farmland, of the General 
Statutes of North Carolina and by the terms set forth in the Cabarrus County 
Voluntary Agricultural District Ordinance.  

II. Officers and Duties: 
a. Chairman:  A chairman shall be elected by majority vote of the full     

membership of the Agricultural Advisory Board each year at its first 
meeting of the calendar year.  His/her term of office shall be one year, or 
until his successor is elected, and he/she shall be eligible for election at the 
end of that year.  The chairman shall decide upon all points of order and 
procedure, subject to these rules, unless directed otherwise by a majority of 
the Board in session at the time.  The chairman shall appoint any 
committees found necessary to investigate any matters before the board. 

b. Vice Chairman:  A vice chairman shall be elected by the Board from among 
its regular members in the same manner and for the same term as the 
chairman.  He/she shall serve as acting chairman in the absence of the 
chairman, and at such times he/she shall have the same powers as the 
chairman. 

c. Clerk:  The clerk to the Cabarrus County Agricultural Advisory Board shall 
be a staff member of Cabarrus County Cooperative Extension.  The clerk 
shall keep all records, shall compose all correspondence of the Board, shall 
arrange for all public notices required to be given, shall notify members of 
pending meetings and their agenda, and shall generally supervise the clerical 
work of the Board.  The clerk shall keep in a permanent volume the minutes 
of every meeting of the Board.  These shall show the record of all important 
facts pertaining to each meeting, every request acted upon by the Board, and 
all votes of members of the Board.  The clerk shall not be eligible to vote 
upon any matter. 

d. Technical Advisor:  The Director of Cabarrus County Cooperative 
Extension shall serve as the technical advisor for the Board along with any 
staff that she may designate.  This individual shall be present at all meetings 
and shall furnish information pertinent to the issues being discussed by the 
Board.  The technical advisor shall also participate in studies, reviews, and 
examinations of farmland preservation techniques and assist in the 
advisement of the Board of Commissioners on projects, programs, or issues 
affecting the agricultural economy or activities within the County that will 
affect agricultural districts. 

III. Rules of Conduct for Members: 
a. Members of the Board may be removed for cause, including violation of the 

rules stated below. 



b. Faithful attendance at all meetings of the Board and conscientious 
performance of the duties required of members of the Board shall be 
considered a prerequisite of continuing membership of the Board. Members 
shall be required to attend at least 75% of the meetings.  No Board member 
shall take part in the hearing, consideration or determination of any case in 
which he/she is personally or financially interested. When a member has a 
financial interest, they shall make note of that interest and request that they 
be excused from consideration of that agenda item. The Board shall vote on 
that request. 

c. No Board member shall vote on any matter deciding an application unless 
he/she shall have attended the public meeting on that application. When a 
member has not attended the public meeting for an application they shall 
make note of that fact before the vote on the item and the Chairman shall 
excuse them from the vote. 

IV. Meetings: 
a. Regular Meetings:  Regular meetings of the Board shall be held four times a 

year on the second Tuesday of February, May, August and November.  The 
meetings shall begin at 10a.m. unless notice is provided otherwise.  

b. Special Meetings:  The chairman may call special meetings of the Board at 
any time.  At least forty-eight hours written notice of the time and place of 
special meetings shall be given, by the clerk or by the chairman, to each 
member of the Board. 

c. Cancellation of Meetings:  Whenever there are no new applications for 
consideration, or revocations of the Farmland Preservation Agreement, or 
whenever so many regular and alternate members notify the secretary of 
inability to attend and a quorum will not be available, the chairman may 
dispense with a regular meeting by giving written or oral notice to all 
members not less than 24 hours prior to the time to set for the meeting. 

d. Quorum:  A quorum shall constitute four members of the Board able to vote 
on a particular agenda item. 

e. Voting:  All regular members shall vote on each issue made in the form of a 
motion, unless they have disqualified themselves for one or more of the 
reasons listed in Section III and been excused from that vote.  All abstaining 
from voting, and not previously excused from that vote, will be counted in 
favor of the motion.  All silent votes will be counted in favor of the motion.  
The vote of a majority of the members present and voting shall decide issues 
before the Board. 

V. Powers and Duties: 
a. Review and approve applications for qualified farmland and voluntary 

agricultural districts  or Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural Districts and make 
recommendations concerning the establishment and modification of 
agricultural districts; 

b. Hold public hearings pursuant to Article X of the Voluntary Agricultural 
District Ordinance to consider any action by a governmental unit to 
condemn and interest  in qualifying farmland within a District; 



c. Advise the Board of Commissioners on projects, programs, or issues 
affecting the agricultural economy or activities within the county that will 
affect agricultural districts; 

d. Review and make recommendations concerning proposed amendments to 
this ordinance; 

e. Develop a draft county wide farmland protection plan as defined in 
N.C.G.S. 106-744 (e)(1) for presentation to the Board of Commissioners; 
this plan should be updated at a minimum every two (2) years. 

f. Submit to the Commissioner of Agriculture at least once a year, a written 
report including the status, progress, and activities of the County’s farmland 
preservation program per N.C.G.S. 106-743; 

g. Study additional methods of farmland preservation and make 
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners; and 

h. Perform other agriculture related tasks or duties assigned by the Board of 
Commissioners. 

VI. Amendments: These rules may, within the limits allowed by law, be amended at 
any time by an affirmative vote of not less than five members of the Board, 
provided that such amendment be presented in writing at a regular or special 
meeting preceding the meeting at which the vote is taken. 

 
approved 2/28/06______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
These rules are hereby read, approved, and adopted by the Cabarrus County Agricultural 
Advisory Board on the _________ day of ______________, 2006 the following members 
voting: 
 
AYE: 
________________________________                          ___________________________ 
                                                                                                                Chairman 
________________________________                           
 
________________________________                          ___________________________ 
                                                                                                                Clerk 
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