


























 

ALEXANDER COUNTY VOLUNTARY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM APPLICATION 

 
A.   PROGRAM QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 1.  Land enrolled must be a minimum of 10 acres 
 

 2.  Land enrolled must be participating in the present-use-value taxation program  
OR 

           Be otherwise qualified by the county as a bona fide farm by meeting all the qualifications set forth in 
     North Carolina G.S. 105-277.3 (farm classifications)                  

          - GS 105-277.3 Farm Definitions are: 
 

       Agricultural Land:   a tract of 10 acres or more that has been in actual production (crops, animals or plants) 
              for three years preceding Jan. 1 of this year and produced at least $1000 gross income  
 

       Horticultural Land:  a tract of 5 acres or more that has been in actual production (trees, fruit, vegetables…) 
              for three years preceding Jan. 1 of this year and produced at least $1000 gross income 
 

       Forest Land:           a tract of 20 acres or more that has been in actual forest production and are not include  
                                                              in a farm unit 
 

 3.  Be certified by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as being a farm on which: 
 

  a.  at least two-thirds (2/3) of the land is composed of soils that are best suited for agriculture  
OR 

       at least two-thirds (2/3) of the land has been actively engaged in agriculture, horticulture or forestry    
                             operations during each of the last five (5) years according to G.S. 105-277.3    

            b.  Be managed, if highly erodible land exists on the farm, in accordance with NRCS defined erosion  
                 control practices  

  

 
B.   APPLICANT INFORMATION 
  
  Applicant Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________________  

 
  Farm Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Phone (day)________________________________         (evening)__________________________________ 

 
 

C.   PROPERTY INFORMATION 
  (Please see Soil & Water Conservation District office if you do not know map, lot & tract #’s) 
 

 Location of Property                                       Township           Map # / Lot #             Acres      Tract #     
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
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ALEXANDER COUNTY VOLUNTARY FARMLAND PRESERVATION  
PROGRAM APPLICATION 

 
1.  What type of farm do you operate (beef, dairy, timber…) and what kind of agricultural uses currently take place   
     on the tracts listed above (pasture, hay…) (List approximate acreage next to each). _________________________ 
 
 

     _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
2.  Do you have any annually planted cropland? (List with approximate acreage next to each)_____________________ 

     

     If so, do you a soil conservation plan for highly erodible land?_________________________________________ 
 
3.  Is this land enrolled in present-use-value taxation program? Yes___No___(if no, see supplemental sheet Page 1B) 
 
4.  Has your farm been in production for more than five years (according to GS 105-277.3 definitions)? _____________ 
 
5.  Has your farm ever been registered with the Farm Service Agency? ___________________________________ 
 
6.  Have you ever participated in any federal agricultural programs? (please list) _____________________________ 
 
7.  Have you ever participated in any Soil & Water or other state agricultural programs? (please list)______________ 
 
        __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, DECLARE THAT THE INFORMATION I HAVE PROVIDED ON THIS APPLICATION IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.  
 
___________________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Applicant Signature         Date 
 
____________________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Applicant Signature         Date 

 
 

 
 
ALEXANDER VOLUNTARY FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM PRESERVATION AGREEMENT 
 
I agree that if this application is accepted into the Alexander County Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program, I will 
sustain, promote and encourage agriculture in the Voluntary Agricultural District, support protection against nuisance 
suits, undesired non-farm development and other negative impacts on participating farms.  In addition, I agree to 
voluntarily preserve and protect the conservation values of the property more completely described on the 
attachments hereto by prohibiting the non-farm use of the property for a period of 10 years from the date of signing 
this agreement, except for the creation of not more than three (3) lots that meet applicable zoning and or subdivision 
regulations.   
 
This Preservation Agreement may be revoked by written notice to Alexander County Agricultural Advisory Board, or 
the Advisory Board may revoke this agreement based on non-compliance by the landowner. 
 
_______________________________________________________  ______________________ 
Landowner Signature         Date 
 
____________________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Landowner Signature         Date 
 
 
RETURN TO: ALEXANDER SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program 
621 Liledoun Road, Box 10, Taylorsville, NC 28681 
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Page 1B 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: 

(Only for farms NOT enrolled in the Land Use Value Taxation Program) 
 
To participate in the Farmland Preservation Program authorized in the North Carolina  G.S. 106.7, you must be 
ELIGIBLE to meet the following criteria from NC G.S. 105-277.2 for the land use value taxation program. 
 
1.) Have one the following types of land: 
 

a. Individually owned AGRICULTURAL LAND consisting of one or more tracts, one of which consists of at 
least 10 acres that are in actual production and that for the three years preceding January 1 of the year 
for which the benefits of this section is claimed, have produced an average gross income of at least one 
thousand dollars ($1000).  Gross income includes income from the sale of the agricultural products 
produced from the land and any payments received under a governmental soil conservation or land 
retirement program.  Land in production includes land under improvements used in the commercial 
production or growing of crops, plants or animals. 

 
b. Individually owned HORTICULTURAL LAND consisting of one or more tracts, one which must consist of 

at least five acres that are in actual production and that for the three years preceding January 1 of the 
year for which the benefit of this section is claimed, have produced an average gross income of one 
thousand ($1000) dollars.  Gross income includes income from the sale of horticultural products produced 
from the land and any payments received under a governmental soil conservation or land retirement 
program.  Land in actual production includes land under improvements used in the commercial production 
or growing of fruits, vegetables or any nursery or floral products. 

 
c. Individually owned FOREST LAND consisting of one or more tracts, one of which consists of at least 20 

acres that are in actual production and are not included in a farm unit 
 
 
2.) If owned by natural persons (not business, entity or trust), the property must also 

a. Be the owner’s place of residence OR 
b. Have been owned by the current owner or a relative for the four years preceding January 1 of the year for 

which the benefit of this section is claimed 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

1. How long have you owned your farm?  __________ 
 

2. Do you live on your farm and if so, how many years have you lived there? __________ 
 

3. Has your gross farm income exceeded $1000 for each of the past three (3) years? 
 

Yes______  No______ 
 

4. List the amount of acreage you have on your farm for each of the following categories 
 

Agricultural land______ acres     Horticultural land______ acres  Forest land______acres 
 
 
I, the undersigned, declare that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge.  
 
_______________________________________________________   ______________________ 
Applicant Signature          Date 
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ADDITIONAL SHEET TO LIST PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 
 

B.   PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 
 
 Location of Property                                       Township           Map # / Lot #             Acres      Tract #  
   
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________  
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 
 
_____________________________________     _______________     ______________     ________      ________ 



Applicant Name_____________________________ 
Assigned Agricultural District_____________________________ 

 
ALEXANDER COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM (FPP) 

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Staff Checklist  
 

NATURAL RESOURCES                 Date: ___________________ 
CONSERVATION SERVICE      Reviewed by:___________________ 
 
A. At least 2/3 of the land in the submitted farm is composed of soils that: 
 

1. Are best suited for food, fiber, forage, timber & oil seed crops:     ______Yes   ______No 
 

2. Have good soil qualities:     ______Yes   ______No 
 

3. Favorable for all major crops in the county:     ______Yes ______No 
 

4. Have a favorable growing season:      ______Yes ______No 
 

5. Receive the available moisture needed to produce high yields:     ______Yes   ______No 
 

OR 
 
B. At least 2/3 of the land has been actively used in agricultural, horticultural or forestry  

operations during each of the past 5 years according to NC G.S. 105-277.2 (1,2 and 3) 
  ______Yes  ______No  
 
 
C.  1.  Highly erododible land (HEL) exists on the farm:     ______Yes   ______No 
 

2. HEL is managed in accordance with NRCS conservation plan 
   ______Yes  ______No  

 
 
TAX INFORMATION                         Date: ____________________ 

      Reviewed by: __________________ 
 
A. Is participating in the Farm Present Use Value taxation program established by NC G.S.  

105.277.2 through 105.277.7:     ______Yes  ______No 
 

OR 
 

B. Is otherwise determined by the county to meet all the qualifications of this program as set forth  
in G.S. 105.277.3:     ______Yes   ______No     

 
 
 

        Approval: ______________________________________________ 
         Alexander FFP Agricultural Advisory Board Chairman 



What restrictions will be placed on 
my farm if I join the program? 

 
 

The Voluntary Farmland Preservation 
Program members will be subject to a 
conservation agreement between the 
County and the landowner that prohibits 
non-farm use or development of that land 
for a period of at least 10 years. The 
conservation agreement will allow the 
development of up to three lots on 
participating farms included in a District. 
 
 

What happens if I want to  
remove all or part of my land from the 

program? 
 
 

A landowner in the Voluntary Preservation 
Program may remove all or a portion of his/
her land from the Program by simply giving 
written notice to the Agricultural Advisory 
Board.  If a portion of the land is removed 
from the program, the remaining land must 
meet the program conditions and 
qualifications for the farm to continue in the 
program. 

Tim Glass 
 

Coy Reese 
 

Milton Campbell 
 

Cathy Chatham 
 

Wendell Kirkham 
 

Donald Payne 
 

Scott Sink 

Voluntary Farmland Preservation  
Program 

Agricultural Advisory Board 
Alexander 

Voluntary Farmland 
Preservation  

Program 

Alexander County, 
North Carolina 

Voluntary Agricultural Districts 

Alexander County Agricultural Facts 
 

 County Ranking in North Carolina 
(figures from North Carolina Dept. of Agriculture  

& NC State University) 
 
All Chickens  # 1 
Nectarines  # 1 
Milk Cow  # 4 
Apples  # 4 
Barley  # 13 
Beef Cattle  # 15 
Corn for Silage # 15 
Hay production # 19 
 

Number of Farms :   661 
Total Land in Farms: 58,366 acres 
Average Farm Size:   88 acres 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
 
 

Alexander Soil and Water ConservationDistrict 
County Administration Bldg. 
621 Liledoun Road, Box 10 

Taylorsville, NC 28681 
 

Phone: (828) 632-0638 



What will joining the Preservation Program 
do for me? 

 

Recognition 

Members of program will be given signs to 
post, identifying your farm as member of a 
preservation district, indicating to any potential 
land buyers or to tell the passerby that your 
land is committed to the preservation of the 
agriculture way of life. 
 

Increase protection from Nuisance Suits 
Persons buying land near an agricultural dis-
trict will be made aware that their potential 
property is located near a farming district.  No-
tices stating that farming activities such as 
smells, manure spreading...etc, will be posted 
along with large maps identifying where the 
Districts are located.   These will be posted in 
the Tax, Register of Deeds, Planning & Zon-
ing, Soil & Water Conservation, Cooperative 
Extension Offices.  The current Ag District Map 
can also be accessed by the internet on the 
County Website: www.alexander.nc.us 
 

We are currently pursuing new ways to inform 
land buyers about Districts before they pur-
chase property through the disclosure forms, 
building permits, tax information &  Realtors.   
3 
 

Public Hearings Required for Proposed  
Condemnation 
No State or County agency may initiate con-
demnation proceedings against any lands 
within an Agricultural District until such agency 
has requested the Agricultural Advisory Board 
to hold a public hearing on the purposed con-
demnation. 
3 
 

Eligibility for Funding 
District members may be eligible for farmland 
preservation funds for the permanent preser-
vation of farmland as local, state or federal 
funding becomes available 
 

Waiver of Water & Sewer  Assessments 
Landowners within these Districts will not be 
required to connect to water or sewer systems, 
operated by the county, nor will they be as-
sessed  any charges until the property is con-
nected to these services. 

What is the Voluntary Farmland 
Preservation Program? 

The purpose of the Voluntary Preservation 
Program is to promote health, safety, rural 
agricultural values and increase the identity 
and pride in the agricultural community and its 
way of life. The program is intended to en-
courage voluntary preservation and protection 
of farmland from non-farm development and 
increase protection from nuisance suits and 
other negative impacts on properly managed 
farms. This is in recognition of the importance 
of agriculture to the economic and social life of 
the county. 
 

The General Assembly of the State of North 
Carolina authorized counties to undertake a 
series of programs to encourage the 
preservation of farmland.  This statutory 
authority is found in Chapter 106, Article 61 of 
the North Carolina General Statutes. 
 

The Alexander County Farmland Preservation 
Program (VFPP) was unanimously adopted by 
the Alexander County Commissioners on 
March 5, 2002. 

What is Agricultural Advisory Board? 

This VFPP ordinance instituted the creation of 
an Agricultural Advisory Board to administer 
the program.  The Board will review and 
approve applications for qualifying farmland 
as well as establish Voluntary Agricultural 
Districts They will also be available to advise 
the County Commissioners issues affecting 
agriculture.   
 

The Board is composed of seven county 
residents. Five of the seven members are  
actively engaged in farming.  The board 
members are selected by the County 
Commissioners from a list of names 
submitted by the Soil & Water Conservation 
District, Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau, 
FSA and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 

1.  Be participating or eligible to participate in   
     the Present Use Value Taxation Program 
 

2.  Have a minimum of 10 acres 
      

3.  Be certified by the Natural Resources Con-     
     servation Service as being a farm which:     

a.  At least two-thirds of the land is com-    
     posed of soils that are best suited for   
     agricultural purposes 

OR 
     at least two-thirds of the land has been  
     actively used in agricultural, horticulture    
     or forestry during each of the last five   
     years 
 

b.  Be managed, if highly erodible land  
     exits on the farm in accordance with     
     NRCS defined erosion  control    
     practices 

What are the qualifications to become a 
member of the Voluntary Farmland 

What are Voluntary Agricultural  
Districts? 

Agricultural Districts are areas that are 
designated farming areas where agriculture will 
be promoted and encouraged. 
 

An agricultural district would consist of one or 
more 10 acre tracts of qualifying farmland, 
individually or separately owned, which are 
located within one mile of each other.   



NOTICE  
OF AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS TO  
ALL REAL ESTATE PURCHASERS 

IN ALEXANDER COUNTY 
 
 
 

Alexander County has established 
agricultural districts to protect and preserve 

agricultural lands and activities.  These 
districts have been developed and mapped 

to inform all purchasers of real property that 
certain agricultural activities, including but 
not limited to pesticide spraying, manure 

spreading, machinery and truck operations, 
livestock operations, sawing, and similar 
activities may take place in these districts 
any time during the day or night.  Maps 
and/or information on the location and 
establishment of these districts can be 

obtained from the Soil & Water 
Conservation District, Register of Deeds, 

Cooperative Extension Service, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, County 

Planning and Inspections Department, and 
the County Tax Department. 
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