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SDEVElopMERt of VEPP in Alexander

4

o County

Starded Wit SWED board & staff
Spoke Witﬂ‘tag.mties with established programs

Looked a’all plidinances passed across NC

variables incliided: no. board members/tenure, specified
boardimembers & min. acreage reguired

COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES is KEY

Local government agencies, agricultural agencies and
farmers
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ﬁeloment O \/EPP in Alexander
‘ . COunty

eeting
ra‘gve Extension;, FSA, EB (regional local), NRCS,

ForestServike andl County Planning Board

[E2IA B‘ureau (legal aspects)

Getting the word out to the farmers
Individuals
Cattlemen’s, Poultry Growers Association
Display at County Fair

Official meeting with Farmers

'?melement O VEPP in Alexander

o County

mty Manager

Power¢o$t Priesentation
Bﬁlaﬂ Ino| Dept;, Water Task Force and Register of

County: Cemmissioner work session
drafit before meeting

Key Feature of program in Alexander
Real Estate Purchaser required to sign form
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WMQ We need o) preserve farmland?

HIstenR of'V@Iuntary Farmland Preservation
Progiaiie

Enablingrtegisiation Overview

Purpoesed VER Program ordinance in Alexander
County

Benefits of the program for farm
Conclusion
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hy B we need to preserve

Iemiand?

NCEEmIandess
Sta ISUIES 4982-1992 (Seurce: Sorenson et. al. 1997 “Farming on the Edge”

Americani FarmiandNiis
o5t 935, acres farmland/forestland to development
— Conversion!riate 93,500 acres per year
— 295,000 acres prime farmland
— Lost over 20,000 farmers
— Ranked #2' nationally:

Statistics 1992-1997

Lost acres farmland/forestland to development
— Conversion rate = 156,000 acres per year
— Lost 2400 farmers

1tho WE need to preserve

sarmmiand 2

vashieuldywe care: about this farm loss?

Al UNENSINC1 economic engine
7.4 billien d’ﬂ‘lars last year (NCDA)

AgrictloyE inrAlexander County
168,538 acres in county - 59,826 acres in farms = 35%
20001 75 million - Ranked 35 in State (100 counties)
Commodity ranking in State

1 Nectarine 5 Milk Cows 14 Beef Cattle
4 Apples 8 Corn Silage 18 Barley
4 Chickens 11 Total Cattle 19 Hay
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hy B we need to preserve

» famiand 2

Cost OIZGVIGEISERICES

COSt tHENCOURTY government less than does
residentieiNdeEVElopment as development requires more
expensejn, p?ﬁic Sernvice, such as

reads; sehieelswWater, sewer, fire and police protection

Maintain green space & rural beauty of our county
Urban Growih
Each year approximately 100,000 people move to NC

Environmental Benefits
Wildlife, water quality, recharge of water supplies...etc

IBtor gifthe Veluntary Farmland
SEIVatuen Program

-

19M6eneral Assembly passed the Farmland
Preservation*-Eeabling Act
— NC@\eral Statues, chapter 106, Article 6

Has remainedrelscure until recent years

Currently 24 ceunties in NC have adopted the
program and several others considering
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Blue = instituted program 1986-2000 (11)
Red = instituted programs 2000 - present (13)

> 'Erjmgd_egi'slation Overview

Em aCl PreVICEs county authority to
estialdlish Fh@land Preservation Program

Enablinﬁct Ivelves 3 components:
Establishment of Veluntary Agricultural Districts
Agricultural’ Advisery Board

Farmland Preservation Trust Fund

Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program
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mpoed VFP Bregram Ordinance in

Alexander County

HM gevelppedritihls erdinance

Viedel orU‘ir@nce

WaorkedNin cooperation with other agencies

Extensiony NRCS, ESA, Farm Bureau (local & State) &
Alexander Co. Planning Department Staff

Meeting with farmers
Meeting with Planning Board
Register of Deeds

%poed VFP Brogram Ordinance in

Alexander County

il
—

Wse: Page 1 Article: [11:

The purpose oﬁh"program ordinance is to promote health
safety, rural@griculture values and general welfare of the
county and more specifically, increase identity and pride in
the agricultural’community and its way of life; encourage
the economic and financial health of farming; increase
protection from undesirable development; and increase the
protection of farms from nuisance suits and other negative

Impacts on properly managed farms.
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mped VFP Bregram Ordinance in

Alexander County

-

yelopment ol Voluntarny Agricultural Districts
SPECIIRIEASAVHETE agriculture is encouraged

Farmlangmust mMeet requirements to be part of district

Participaunein: or eligible to participate in farm present
use value taxation = Bona fide farm

Certified by NRCS as being a farm which at least 2/3's:

— contains highrguality soils that are favorable for crops common
to county

— managed In accordance with accepted NRCS erosion control
practices

Meet minimum acreage requirement = 10 acres

mpod VEPIPregram Ordinance in
F 4

Alexander County

VoIMAgricultural Districts (cont.)

Farmer WIIT"S@] a conservation agreement

for 10 years

Once fammNeyvekes agreement will no longer be eligible
Signs on preperty: indicating Agriculture District

Maps delineating the Agricultural Districts to be placed
in the Register of Deeds, Tax Office, Planning and
Inspections and the agricultural agencies

Notices to be posted in these offices stating
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-|ce teal Estate Purchasers in Alexander
‘Gunty Agpicultural Districts

Alexat ounty has established agricultural districts to protect and
prese cultural lands and activities. These districts have been

developed and mamd to inform all purchasers of real property that
certain agrieuliural activities, including but not limited to pesticide
spraying, manurespreading, machinery and truck operations, livestock
operations, sawing, hunting, and similar activities may take place in
these districts any time during day or night. Maps and or information on
the location and establishment of these districts can be obtained from the
Soil & Water Conservation Office, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Cooperative Extension, Farm Service agency, Tax Office,
Register of Deeds and Planning and Inspections.

%p ; VFP Brogram Ordinance in
‘l\lep(an‘der County

Vol' tar Agrlcultural Districts (cont.)

REAINESTAENIUICHASErS purchasing a tract of land within
W2 milelor avistrict shall signia form stating:

Read iIENoce

ReviewedAgy District map

Noted the proximity of the Ag. Districts to their property

Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program



Tonya S. Mitchell

mped VFP Bregram Ordinance in

Alexander County

Agicll]irall Advisory Board
County residenisappointed by Commissioners from names
stbmittedisy adriculturallagencies
7 MemBersy s 6fi 7 actively engaged in farming

6th memberispecial interest, experience or education in
agriculture, education In ag., and/or rural preservation
Each established district represented on board
Duties:

Oversee the program

Review applications for District

Available to advise commissioners on projects, programs or issues
affecting the agriculture

1 [; ed Program Ordinance in
‘AI@(an‘der County

LO E2mEn
SOMEPIoIECHoRNerpotential nuisance lawsuits
Recognitien telgh pested signs

Walverreiawaleand sewer assessment
Publiciheanin@grequired for purposed condemnations

Eligibility: for Earmland Preservation Funds
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Conclusion
Voluntary Farmland Preservation Program

i, preserve farmland?

'.’-.-
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