FL394 --- Spring 2008 --- Early Modern Japanese Literature

Instructor: John Mertz (PhD, Associate Professor of Japanese, Dept of Foreign Lang’s & Lit’s)
Office: Withers 402 Office Hours: T-H 10:30-11:15, 1:30-2:30
email: John Mertz@ncsu.edu website: http://www4.ncsu.edu/~fljpm/

Class Hours & Location:
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 3:00 - 4:15pm  Winston 020 (in Winston-Caldwell-Tompkins complex)

Enrollment Criteria:
Sophomore standing or above, or permission of instructor.

Course Description:

The class will explore relations between prose fiction and social change relating to Japan and the rest of the world
from 1600 to 1850. Readings (all in English translation) will mainly be drawn from a groundbreaking anthology recently
published by Columbia University Press. Issues will include attitudes towards politics and the legal system; sexuality,
gender, age and power; cultural contacts between Japan and the ‘outside’ world; economics and social class; city-country
relations and the dynamics of regionalism; parody; and the supernatural. We will examine how fiction can give structure
to the way people understand these issues, and how it can resist and undermine what we call ‘culture.’

Justification: Students will:

1. become familiar with major works of Japanese literature of the Tokugawa Period in both written (prose and poetry) and
performance genres;

2. gain an understanding of how this literature was perceived at the time in terms of Japanese critical expectations;

3. analyze the development of this literature in the context of social change;

4. gain an understanding of how (215t century) literary criticism can be used to analyze such development;

5. receive instruction in research and writing and improve skills for writing analytic essays on literature and its cultural
contexts.

Requirements:
« Students will be expected to have read the main assignments for each class, well enough to:
a. Point specifically to particularly interesting or problematic passages.
b. Discuss the texts meaningfully in class.
c. Complete a short fact-quiz (these will be occasional, but usually unannounced until the class).
« Occasionally there will be additional short assignments (such as the map assignment of the first week).
» Two mid-length papers and a final (also mid-length) will be assigned.
« The first two papers will have four components:
a. A chronology of 20 (or so) important events that contextualize the focus of the paper.
b. Abibliography of at least 5 critical readings (two major and three minor) relevant to the paper, plus any other
sources used (such as Wikipedia).
c. The paper itself (7~9 pages), which will include a statement of the main points of the major critical readings, a
brief statement about the minor critical readings, plus your own creative input into the discussion.
d. An in-class presentation based on a, b, and ¢ above.
« The final (7~9 pages) will examine works from the last third of the semester, in the context of prior readings.
« An in-class final will ask students to comment on passages from texts similar to the main readings.
« A graduate component (as necessary) will include more in-depth papers and presentations.

Grading:

In-class performance will be assessed every day, on the basis of how productive your participation has been in terms
of engaging with the comments of other students (i.e., not just the instructor) to pursue the ideas at hand.

The grade for the course will be determined as follows:

Daily performance (including quizzes).......ccccccevuee... 40%
Papers and presentations (at 20% each)................... 60%
Texts:
Haruo Shirane (editor). Early Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology 1600-1900. Columbia University Press: New
York. 2002.

Other critical readings will be made available on the web.

Absences, etc: Since you will be graded each class, it will be impossible to ‘make up’ an absence. Just work hard and
trust that other students will be likewise forced to miss a class or two during the semester.

Cancellations: Following university policy, if I need to cancel class I'll try to let you know in advance, and if the
university shuts down for some reason, they will try to let you know.

Emergencies: Your physical and mental health and well-being take precedence over everything else in life. If you have
an alcohol, drug, or depression problem, or if you experience signs of incipient spontaneous combustion (it happens!),
then please come talk to us, or seek counseling services, etc. You are always welcome at our offices if things are getting to
you and you need someone to talk to. If you seek NCSU counseling and they want to schedule your appointment for
sometime in the twenty-third century, then please see us for assistance.



Overall Schedule:

Week 1: Kana booklets

Week 2: Thara Saikaku

Week 3: Matsuo Basho

Week 4: Chikamatsu Monzaemon
Week 5: Confucian writings

Week 6: Takeda Izumo, et al.

Week 7: Dangibon and satirical writings
Week 8: Haikai poetics

Week 9: Ueda Akinari

Week 10: Kokugaku nativism/nationalism
Week 11: Santd Kydden and sharebon
Week 12: Sant6 Kyoden and kibyo6shi
Week 13: Jippensha Ikku

Week 14: Shikitei Sanba

Week 15: Tamenaga Shunsui and ninjobon



